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SS. SCOUT 
favor of so much of the bill as went for the bene- | 


ft of his own district, and had only voted against || honest declaration of war against the Republic of 


it on its final passage because it contained other || 


things that he conld not approve of. If Mr. C. 


should urge an accusation against him on this || and sent his declaration of war under the cover of 


round before his people, would not the gentleman 
consider him as the most consummate demagogue 
in existence? And yet that same man could repre- 
sent the fourteen as destitute of patriotism, because, 
while they were willing and ready to vote the sup- 
plies, they were compelled to vote against the bill 
on its final passage, because of the preamble which 
was incorporated in it. Would not he concede 
the same justice to them which he claimed for him- 
self? And would he say that they had no natriot- 
ism because, when they came toa bad thine in 
the bill, which, in their opinion, spoiled the whole, 


they did not gulp itdown and vote for the bill? || 


Seventy-two gentlemen from the Whig ranks | 
voted for the supplies though against the pream- 
ble. They desired that the two things should be | 
separated ; but in this they could not he gratified; | 
and surely they ought not to be represented as op- 


posed to the supplies because they were opposed 
to the preamble. 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 1846. 
its present occupant recommended not an open and 


Mexico, but a recognition of the fact that war ex- 
isted. Young Hickory came in at the back door, 


na *“Swhereas.”? This, Mr. €. characterized as a 
sneaking underhand way of getting at the fact. 
He should have thoueht much more of their Young 
Hickory if he had shown a little of the manliness 
of the Old; but he defied his friends to discover one 
trait of the old horse in the young one. He could 


| come before the nation and talk large in his inau- 
| gural about all our rights in Oregon, and about our 
| title that was so clear and unquestionable, but at 


last back he came and threw the whole matter on 
the Senate. Was that like Old Hickory? Would 
the old man have acted in that spirit? Or would he 
not at once have taken the responsibility? He 
thoucht, after this, that they should call their Dem- 
ocratic President Young Hickory no more. Fe 
did not dare to recommend to Congress to declare 
war, but came to the House with a “ whereas” 
and a **whereas.’? What was the case? Our 


| army had been sent on the Rio Grande, and there 


His colleague professed creat love for the sol- || 


diers, and he had once voted to allow them ten 
dollars a month instead of eight; but when the bill 
eame back from the Senate with the ten stricken 
out, and the eight re-inserted, the gentleman voted 
for the billin that form. Might not Mr. C., on 
the same ground, accuse him of being in favor of 
cutting down the soldiers’ pay? Mr. C. had sup- 
posed that the gentleman possessed sufficient can- 
dor to do even his political enemies so much jus- 
tice as to state the true reason why they had voted 
against the bill. He would gubmit it to his friend | 
tosay whether, if the fortification bill had contain- | 
edan item of appropriation for the erection of a | 
building near Buffalo for the reception of fugitive | 
slaves from the southern States, and their ‘more 
easy transportation into Canada, and his southern 
Democratic friends had voted against the fortifica- 
tion bill because it contained that item, which they 
could not get stricken out, would he have come 
out with a furious attack on southern Democrats, 
as utterly devojd of patriotism, and opposed to 


in the one case as in the other. The real truth of 
the case, no doubt, was, that it was the express | 


object of gentlemen on the other side, by introdu- || 
cing eee to make the supply bill sobitter | 


that no Whig could swallow it; and then, antici- | 
pating such a result, they had their song all ready, | 
and were prépared to come out against the whole | 
party as enemies to the country, and refusing to | 
the Administration the requisite means to maintain 
ishonor. It proved, however, that in this antici- 
pation, and in this well-laid plan, they had found | 
themselves mistaken; for there was a large Whig | 
vote in favor of the bill notwithstanding. It had _ 
been a part of their party tactics to liken this war | 
to the last war of 1812. “They knew that that was | 
a popular war, and they seemed to have drawn | 
the conclusion that therefore all wars would be | 
popular, 

Now, Mr. C. thought that this war against | 
Mexico would much better compare with the Sem- 


1 | 
~ war than with the war against Great Britain. | 
1812 we had just cause for war; the popular | 
prejudice 


es were strongly directed against the ene- 
my, and there were a thousand causes for this | 
which did not and could not exist in any other | 
tase; and yet, popular as that war had been from 
a beginning, there never had been a moment | 
when it was in such high favor as the moment | 
soak peace was declared. When the Mexican 
wary bill was brought into the House, this clause 
mati introduced into it, stealthily making a decla- 
cole of war. Mr. C. should have liked the pro- 
ing far better if it had been done in the style 
Spirit of Old Hickory; if gentlemen had met 
a 12 Square and put to them a direct question of | 
Hane waragainst Mexico. But it was not Old | 
‘Kory who now filled the Presidential chair, and | 
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it was understood to be in circumstances of immi- 
nent peril. What was Mr. C, called upon to do? 
The first thing was to rescue the army. Snppos- 
ing a man had persuaded his youne children to 
enter a house for the purpose of committing a rob- 
hery, and while they were there the house was 
attacked, what would be the first thoucht that 
would enter into the heart of the father? Without 
stopping to inquire very minutely as to the propriety 
of their conduct, or how they came to be found in 
such circumstances, the first thought would be to 
secure his children, and then there would be time 
enough left for further inquiry. So here, the first 
thing to be done was to rescue our little army from 
its perils. The Whigs were ready to do this; they 
were desirous to do it; they were anxious to vote 
for the bill; but their opponents had put into that 
bill a pill so bitter that they could not consent to 


| swallow it, and then their enemies turned upon 





them as no patriots, because some of them refused 
to vote for the bill. 


But not only had Mr. C.’s own colleague made 


utte : ) | this attack upon him and his associates, but a gen- 
fortifying their country against the enemy? Mr. | 


s . 1} . . . 
C. presumed not; and yet his collearue would |! rescue, and appeared as their chamnion—the Ajax 


have had the self-same reason for making the charge | 


tleman from Ilinois [Mr. Doverass] came to the 


Telemon of the Administration. This gentleman 
had charged them with loving their enemy and 
hating their own country; with endeavoring to pnt 
the United States in the wrong and Mexico in the 
right. The gentleman did not say a word about 
the right and wrong of the matter; and, indeed, it 
was becoming popular in that House to leave out 
of view all such considerations. Whether an Ad- 
ministration measure was right in itself was a thing 
not to be discussed; but he who could jump fur- 
thest in whatever way the Administration pointed 
its finger; he who could out-Herod Herod, and 
talk the loudest and the most furiously, proved 
himself the best Democrat of them all; and those 
who would not follow him to whatever he chose to 
go, were all cowards and traitors. 


Mr. C.’s friend from Ohio [Mr. Denavo] had | 


referred to the climate of Mexico as likely to prove 
destructive to raw troops, and had argued to show 
that the President had no right whatever to send 
an army and post it on the banks of the Rio Grande, 
because that was a part of Mexico, and the act was 
an act of aggression and invasion. The gentleman 
from Illinois had not met the argument. He had 
not attempted to deny the fact stated; indeed, the 
nature of the climate was a fact which ro man 
could deny. The history of Texas, lately pub- 
lished by General Green, fully stated the fact, and 
an article in the Union of the 16th of May fully 
sustained the proposition which the gentleman 
from Ohio had taken. All history would show 
that the climate of those regions was sickly in the 
summer, and likely to prove fatal to persons not 
accustomed to it, It was, therefore, a dangerous 
thing to send raw troops into such a clime. That 
was the fact, although Mr. C. knew it was very 
unpopular to say. so. : 
And then, on the subject of the expense of this 
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wor, the gentleman from Llinois [Mr. Doverass} 
had remarked, as Mr. C. thought, with a sneer, 
that he was not cold-blooded enough to talk about 
cost On a question of this kind, Now, as Mr. C.’s 
State would no doubt have to pay a respectable 
share of the cost, whatever it might be, he did not 
consider it any convincing proof of a cold heart in 
her Representative if he did glance his eye in that 
direction; and certainly the genteman from Hlinois 
ourht not to talk here too much or too loudly about 
not counting cost, till his own State did something 
about taking up her repudiated bonds. Some of 
Mr. C.’s constituents happened to hold not a few 
of these securities, and it certainly would not be 
disagreeable to them tf Illinois should calculate a 
little about the cost of taking them up. 

The gentleman had charged that those fourteen 
Whigs who voted against the war bill, if they had 
lived at Rome in the time of Nero, would, like 
him, have fiddled while Rome was burning. Now, 
he did not know whether the honorable gentleman 
played on the fiddle or not; but he had no doubt 
that, had he lived at that thne, he would have 
dressed himself very neatly, and then gone up to 
the palace and spent the evening with Nero, whether 

Rome was burning or not. 

The centleman had undertaken on this occasion 
the defence of the Administration, a thing not very 
unusual with him; for the gentleman assumed to 
be a sort of leader here, of somewhat smal! dimen- 
sions, to be sure; but whenever any man so much 
as pointed a lance towards the Administration, 
forth came their redoubtable champion to the res- 
cue. He had taken the gentleman from Ohio | Mr. 
Detano}] and Mr, C. both to task for having first 
made speeches in that House, and then written 
out for publication what they had not said. It 
they had made and published speeches intended 
for a distant latitude, they had, in that respect at 
least, not imitated exactly the gentleman from Il- 
linois, who, when he was about to speak, had raised 
his eyes to about forty-five degrees, so as precisely 
to hit the gallery, and seemed to have directed his 
speech in that quarter. ‘The gentleman had been 
the only one upon the other side of the House who 
had so much as undertaken to defend the right of 
this country to the territory on the Rio Grande. 
Mr. C. should undertake briefly to examine the 
vrounds of that defence, and see whether they 
were tenable. 

One of the first things the gentleman had said 
was, that Mexico had done enough to justify us in 
declaring war against her, even had she not at 
tacked the army we sent into her territory. Now 
the centleman had not told the House what it was 
that Mexico had done, but left that to be guessed 
at. It was true that Mexico did owe us some of 
the instalments on her debt. But this was scarcely 
a cause of war; at least it did not lie in our mouths 
to say so, when there had been a time that the 
notes of our own Government were hawked about 
the money market, and could scarce find bidders at 
any price, and still less did it lie in the mouths of 
gentlemen coming from States which had openly 
and disgracefully repudiated their debts. This, 
Mexico had never done. She had acknowledged 
and was struggling to pay her obligations; and yet 
these war-hawks would pounce upon that faction- 


_ torn and priest-ridden people, and make it a cause 


of war that they had not been able to meet all their 
engagements. As soon as informed that she failed 
to take up some of her bonds, we claimed at once 
the right to take territory which she said belonged 
to her. When she found this, was it very won- 
derful if she should hesitate to pay the obligations 
which yet remained? We began the quarrel; we 
commenced by committing depredations on what 
she held to be her rights. : 

Mr. McCLERNAND here interposed, and wish- 
ed to put to Mr. Cuiver a question; but 

Mr. CULVER declined to yield the floor. It 
was so seldom that any gentleman on his side the 
House got an opportunity to speak that he could 


| not consent to have his time occupied. 


Mr. McCLERNAND said that the gentleman 
uttered gross slanders on a whole State, because 
some offence had been given to him by one of its 
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~ == 7 ~ = : 
Representatives in that Hall. He pronounced || Secretary, Buchanan, and hiscolleague’s own great || did she send any military force there to ta 


_THE CONGRESSIONA 


what the gentleman asserted to be a slander, and || political friend, Governor Wright, stood recorded | 


he raised it as a point of order that the gentleman |) 


ought not to be permitted to proceed. 

The CHAIR, after a brief explanation, ruled 
Mr. Cunver to be in order, and gave him liberty 
to proceed 

Mr. CULVER said it was something entirely 
new to insist*upon it as a point of order that a 
member had no right to censure a State for not 
paying her bonds. Among the many new things 
which took place, he hoped no such rule as this 
would be established. He had no ill will to Ilh- 
nois, but hoped she would call in her bonds and 
honorably discharge them. 

As he had been saying, the gentleman from Illi- 
nois |Mr. Doverass] came here, and with a long 
face told the nation, and so in substance did the 
President, that Mexico had done enough to war- 
rant us in making war upon her. Mr. C, denied 


it. The war had been planned and declared with | 


a view to gratify that itching to fight her which had 
long prevailed in certain quarters, and which had 
long been eaver to get a part of her territory. 
Hence a false excuse was got up for going to war 
against her. The right of the case formed no part 
of it. We wanted to get her territory, and we 


itched to fight her that we might get it. Did gen- | 


tlemen suppose that this course could not be seen 
through? Did they imagine that the world could 
not see and appreciate the motives which led to 
such a proceeding? Itreminded Mr. C, of astory 
he had heard about a tall green Yankee, who had 
contracted a certain disease that was once very 
prevalent at our school houses. He was invited 
to a large party, and the rooms being warm and 
much crowded, the youth began to feel himself in 
a very uncomfortable situation, particularly as he 
had his winter clothes on. He longed to relieve 
himself, but felt that scratching would be against 


all rules of etiquette, so, approaching a group of | 


gentlemen who were engaged in conversation, he 
asked one of them, Did you know my father? 
Surprised at this intrusion, the person replied, No, 
I never saw him nor had any acquaintance with 
him. Well, said the young Yankee, he was so 
strong that he would come up to a young sapling 
the thickness of my arm, and he would wring it, 
he would wring it. Well, said the man, your 
father may have been very stronz, but I suspect he 
was not so strong as your itching seems to be. 
Just so would the world judge of our pretexts for 
going to war with Mexico. 

But, again. The gentleman had founded an ar- 
gument on the diplomatic correspondence of our 
Secretary of State with the Minister of Spain in 
1819, Mr. c. had scarcely c xpected so profound 
an argument from a learned lawyer, and, above 
all, froma judee. It was very true that in that cor- 
respondence the American Secretary had claimed 
the country quite up to the Rio del Norte; but the 
learned judge, before he assumed this as ground of 
war against Mexico, had better find out whether 
Spain ever assented to the justice of the claim. 
Certainly it was a new way of establishing a na- 
tionalright. Jf in our treaty in 1803 we had asserted 
the right to this country, had we not, in the sub- 
sequent treaty of 1819, expressly parted with it all ? 
Did we not then recognise the Sabine as our boun- 
dary? Now, if a farmer who had a title to his 
farm agreed by deed to remove his boundary line 
with his neighbor, could he afterwards come and, 
on the ground of his former title, claim all that por- 
tion of the farm that lay between? Had he not 
deeded it away? And if, by his own deed, he had 
relinquished all right to it, how could he go to law 
with his neighbor on the ground of his old title? 
It was true we had claimed all the country up to 
the Rio Grande after we had relinquished it by 
solemn treaty. If that was good ground of claim, 
might not Spain in the same way claim all Florida 
from us? Might not France on the same grround 
still claim Louisiana? Nay, might not Great 
Britain herself, notwithstanding the treaty of 1783, 
still claim as her own the whole of the Old Thir- 
teen’ 

But the gentleman had found a conclusive argu- 
ment in defence of the Administration in the fact 
that we had recognised the independence of Texas. 
So we did. 
solemnly recognised her independence, but we took 
good care in that act not to say one word about 
boundary. And while on this part of the subject, 
he might remind gentlemen that their own favorite 


On the first of March, 1838, we had | 


Van Buren, in his published letter, and President 


Monroe, in his instructions to Mr. Adams, all took |; 


, the ground that the recognition of the independence 
of a Government de facto settled none of the rights 


L GLOBE. 


among the nineteen who voted against that recog- || what became of her military force? 
nition. Mr. Clay, in his letter of April, 1844, Mr. || all killed off or taken prisoners. 


'| Mr. C. greatly doubted it. 
in dispute betweeg the parties, and adjudicated no | é 
claim of boundary; and he believed that this was || to make a bargain. 


_ Sune 15, 


‘ : ? . ke pos- 
| Session of it? Yes, she did. She sent twice, and 
They Were 
What sort of 9 
| title did that give? The gentleman certainly hqq 

very singular views of law. Such doctrines «, 
these might perhaps be good law in Illinois 


’ bur 
He had always had 


the idea that it required the assent of two parties 


Could a farmer claim a rie} 


the first time when any man claiming the charac- || to his neighbor’s farm because he had inserted j; 


ter of a jurist and a statesman had advanced the 
doctrine that the recognition of a nation’s indepen- 
dence involved a decision on questions of boundary 
and the extent of her territory. The gentleman, 
instead of making war upon the fourteen, ought to 


turn his redoubtable lance against Mr. Van Buren | 


and James Monroe. 


Then the gentleman had gone on to give the |) 
House another link in the chain of our title to the |) 


country on the Rio Grande. He insisted on the 


treaty made by Santa Ana when in captivity. | 


This was a little remarkable. It was certainly 
rather singular that a gentleman of so much legal 


learning should insist on an engagement made un- | 


der duress, by a man who wasa prisoner, and who 
was every moment in danger of his life. 
these circumstances, Santa Ana had been called 
on by President Houston to make a treaty recog- 
niaing the Rio del Norte as the southern boundary 
/of Texas; but, even prisoner as he was, Santa 
| Ana would not do this. Tle made a provisional 


|| agreement, stipulating fora right to go home to 
Mexico and to procure the affirmation of the Mex- || 


‘ican Government to the bargain. Without that 
affirmation, was ita treaty? Certainly not. One 


of the reasons why he was set at liberty was de- 


clared to be that he might use his personal influ- | 


ence to vet it ratified. Would gentlemen, in the 
open light of day, with the sun of common sense 


ment so procured was a treaty, and was binding 
on the Mexican Government? The moment that 


Government heard of the agreement, that moment | 


they protested against it. And, besides, what did 
President Burnet, the President of Texas, himself 
say? He acknowledged that Texas herself could 
not, and did not, comply with her side of the 
treaty. He expressed deep regret that her Gov- 
ernment had not been able to control its soldiers 
and prevent them from breaking the treaty. Could 
an agreement like this, protested against on one 
side, and confessedly broken on the other, give us 
a title to a disputed territory? Mr..C. could not 
tell what might be the practice of Hlinois; possibly 
a lawyer there making an argument like this would 
be listened to in their courts; but most assuredly in 
any court of the State of New York, and he be- 
lieved of most other States of the Union, he could 
not be heard for a moment. 

But the gentleman had made an argument still 
more triumphant. He had stated as a fact that 
some of the soldiers who were engaged in the bat- 
tle of San Jacinto came from that territory. Sup- 
pose they did; did that give us a right to the terri- 

, tory? Ifso, the States of Kentucky and Tennes- 
see might claim a respectable share in it, for many 
of the soldiers in that battle belong to those States; 
and so might New York, for some of the volun- 
teers had gone from Mr. C.’s own State. Could 
the very learned gentleman from Illinois be serious 
in urging arguments like these? The very fact 
that they were gravely brought forward here pre- 
sented an instructive lesson, going to show to what 
straits men would be driven who undertook to ad- 
vocate a bad cause. His argument was a mere 
rope of sand, without connexion or cogency. 


Under | 


shining upon their heads, maintain that an instru- | 


in a deed to his son? Yet these were the crounds 

which had been taken by the gentleman from {})). 

nois, appearing in that House as attorney for the 

United States. i 
All history was in favor of another boundary 

Every work extant gave another line, except one 

lately published in Texas. Mr. C. had before 

him a map published in 1837, by a man by the 
name of Austin, the son, as he believed, of oly 

Moses Austin, in which he laid down the south. 

west boundary of Texas, and it did not approach 

| within one hundred miles of the Rio del Norte. 

'| According to this authority, (and it seemed to him 

| a very honest map,) the boundary of Texas did 

| not extend beyond the Nueces. 

The gentleman had alluded to the attempts 
made by Texas to conquer this country, and hold 
it. But, Mr. C. asked, had Texas ever had pos- 
session of it? She had made two attempts to take 

| it, but both expeditions had had a most disastrous 

‘conclusion. In that sent against Santa Fé, every 

man had been taken; and in the Mier expedition, 

in 1842, they had met with no better success, 

What title did Texas get from results like these? 

| Was the gentleman prepared to place our title to 

‘| the country on that ground ? 

In the history published by General Green, that 

‘| gentleman had charged President Houston with 

| being the real cause of the cruel treatment of the 
Mier prisoners, and President Burnet made the 
same charge against him. But what was the rea- 

son assigned by Houston why he would take no 
step to rescue these prisovers? The reason given 
|| by him to the British Minister was, that they had 

| gone into an enemy’s country. [Here Mr. C. 
quoted from Green’s book.] Mr. C. would not 
undertake to say whether the charge against Presi- 

‘| dent Houston was or was not well-founded. He 
was only speaking about the proof of the Texas 

'boundary. The affirmative adduced by Mexico 

| to show that the country was hers was perfectly 
overwhelming: she always had possessed it. Our 
own joint resolutions of annexation contained in 
themselves internal evidence that the Rio del Nort 
was not settled to be the Texan boundary. Th 
resolution proposed by the gentleman from Pen- 
nessee [Mr. M. Brown] had been selected by th 
House out of all other propositions, because 1 
contained a provision that the disputed question 0! 
boundary should be reserved. hose resolutions 
spoke of disputed boundary and disputed territory, 
but what sheer nonsense was it to talk about either 
if Mr. Polk was right. The language of those 
resolutions must mean something. Where was 
this disputed boundary ? Where was this disputed 

‘territory, if not between the Nueces and the kv 

Grande? The magnanimous Colonel Benton had 
put this matter right. [Here Mr. C. quoted Mr. 
Benton’s speech. ] : 

| This strip of land, two thousand miles long and 
one hundred broad, had been inserted in Mr. Ty- 

ler’s treaty, but the Senate had rejected it. Mr. 
| Polk made no treaty about it, but took it at one 
by the sword. Colonel Benton had said that, in 

_ attempting to seize upon this portion of territory, 

| we were spoiling four Mexican States, and com- 


Again: the gentleman had said that the State of || mitting a gross outrage 6n the rights of a neigh 


Texas had resolved that she owned this country 
up to the Rio Grande. Yes, but when? It was 
one thing to pass a resolution that a large extent 
of territory belonged to us, and it was another to 


boring country. Now, the redoubtable Colonel 
' was a great authority on questions of boundary 
_ He knew where the paveltal of 49° ran. [A laugh.| 
| He had laid down the true line at the north; and 


get it. The Baltimore Convention, in the fury of | now that the storm was over in that quarter, the 


its political zeal, had passed a resolution that we 
were entitled to all of Oregon. Did that give us 
the territory up to 54° 40 If all was true that 
was reported, the result would not confirm the 
idea. ‘Texas had resolved that all the territory 
was hers up to the Rio Grande; yes, but did Mex- 
ico assent? 

Suppose the State of New York should pass a 
resolution that all Canada belonged to her, would 


country had a right to look to him to point out the 
‘| other line at the south; but Mr. C. was much 
afraid he would not do it. : 

Now, if the affirmative proof adduced by Mexi- 
co, and virtually admitted by ourselves, is true, 
where would gentlemen find a warrant for the a 
i cent acts of their mushroom President, a President 
‘| who had sprung up in a night, to the amazemen 
|| of all the old candidates? Where was his right to 





’ “4 . . : . us 
' that make it hers without the assent of Great Brit- || enter into a country which did not belong to us, 
ain? Texas said that this country was hers, but 


- . hicl 
‘and point his cannon at a Mexican town to whic! 
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we could have no pretensions? Was not this an 
act of open hostility? And yet he sent a bill into 
this House, commencing with a falsehood, and 
couched under a shameful whereas. ; 
While Congress was in session, and in consti- 
tutional possession of the war-power, this upstart 
President, without their sanction and without con- 
sulting them, ordered this act of aggression on the 
territory of a neighboring Power. If an act like 
this had been done twenty-five years ago, under 
the Administration of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, what could have saved them from an im- 
eachment? But now the man who rode the 
Prardest over the Constitution, and who trampled 
it with the most contempt beneath his feet, had the 
highest claims to popularity. True bravery was 
now exhibited against that once venerated instru- 
ment, and the man who perpetrated an act that 
suited his own political views, without stopping 
fof a moment to inquire whether it was constitu- 


tional or not, he was the hero of modern Democ- | 


acy. 

: Mr. C. meant to cast no reflection on the course 
of his Whig friends who had deemed it their duty 
to vote for the Mexican bill. He did not doubt 
that if they had earlier seen the cloven foot, in- 
stead of the little Spartan band of fourteen, there 
would have been a minority of some fifty or sixty 
against. the bill. Where was the Whig who, in 


this debate, had spoken one word against the | 


Mexican war more startling than the expressions 
used by Mr. Van Buren in his famous letter. It 
was a very remarkable thing that, in that paper, 
Mr. Van Buren had for once committed himself, 
and it was the first time in his life. He had there 
declared that the annexation of Texas would be 
the assumption of a war with Mexico, and that in 


such a war we never could justify ourselves be- | 


fore the world. [Mr. C. here quoted the letter.] 
He again put it to gentlemen to say whether any 
Whig had employed stronger language than that? 
Our Ohio Democrats, who had _ shed tears of Jam- 
entation over the rejection of Mr. Van Buren, and 
the downfall of his hopes, seemed to have entirely 


forgotten “all this, and now they thought to make | 


black white, and act in the face of their own doc- 
trines: but surely, of all men, these gentlemen 
ought to keep silence on a question like this. Be- 
fore they made their threats here with declaiming 


against the Whigs for denouncing this Mexican | 


war, let them read once more the language of their 
own Magnus Apollo. Such an authority ought to 
satisfy the West. 

Now, he would address himself to the Dutch 
Democracy of Pennsylvania. 


The chairman of the Committee on Foreign Af. 


fairs (Mr. C. J. INcersouy) had told the House | 


in 1845 where the southern boundary of Texas 
was. He said not a word about the Rio Grande. 
He said that the hand of God had marked an 
fternal boundary between the Spanish and the 
Anglo-Saxon race by interposing the great Mus- 
tang Desert. 

But Mr. C.’s time was nearly gone; before he 
resumed his seat, he had yet an authority to read 
to the gentlemen from South Carolina. " 
he should quote was that of Mr. McDuffie, the 
second that of Mr. Calhoun. Whatever might be 
Mr. MeDuffie’s faults, he had one excellent qual- 
ity; he was always honest, always bold. He was 
totally free from the evil propensities of the New 
York Democracy. Let southern gentlemen hear 
what Governor McDuffie said in 1836. He had 
opposed even the recognition of Texan independ- 
ence, {Here Mr. C. quoted Mr. McDuftie.] 


What Whig had ever said more than that? But || 


he would 
in 1844. [Here Mr. C. quoted the language of 


Mr. Calhoun from a note in General Green’s His- || 


tory of Texas.] That gentleman said’, that the 
oundary question had purposely been left open. 
exas had been annexed without any specification 
of boundary, yet Mr. James K. Polk undertook 
‘0 settle the question by the sword. 

And now, having but a minute left, he would 
occupy it in saying a word to the bill of the gen- 
“eman from New York (Mr. Rarasun] for secu- 
"ing @ rotation in office. It was, as the gentleman 
‘aid, truly mournful to see how Virginia had eaten 
\p all the loaves and fishes. Why did not New 

ork insist upon her share? Why did she not go 

idly to Mr. Polk and say to him, Sir, we elected 
you; if you do not give us our share of the Gov- 


THE 





These gentlemen, || 
too, ought to be silent about this Texan bonndary. | 


The first } 


give them the authority of Mr. Calhoun | 


| ernment strawberries, we will do as Virginia does; 
we will kick up our heels and wheel out of line. 
Here the Chairman’s hammer fell, and Mr. C. 
resumed his seat. 
On motion of Mr. PILLSBURY, the committee 
then rose and reported. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


On motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, his sub- 
stitute for the tariff bill was ordered to be printed. 

And on motion of Mr. PRESTON KING, the 
usual number of the bill itself was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. GILES asked leave to offer a resolution. 

Objected to. 


THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. McKAY offered a resolution providing that 


the debate on this bill shall cease to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock. 

Mr. CUMMINS moved to amend by inserting 
one o’clock. He had some amendments to offer, 

| on which explanations would be necessary. 

Mr. CROZIER moved tivo o’clock. 

Which last-named amendment was agreed to. 

And the resolution, thus amended, was adopted. 
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to the resolution, moved to lay it on the table, and 
asked for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 
The question was then taken, and decided in the 


negative—ayes 18, noes 30. 


Mr. BEDINGER made an unsuccessful effort | 


to introduce the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 


of making preparations for the manufacture of 


fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 


an increased number of arms at the national armo- | 


ries of Springfield and Harper’s Ferry. 
And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, June 16, 1846. 


| A message was received from the President of 
the United States, made in compliance with a res- 

| olution of the 3d instant, calling for information in 
| relation to the finances. 

The message and accompanying report from the 
Secretary of the Treasury was read. 

On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, the message and 
accompanying documents were referred to the 
| Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report made by the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, in compliance with a resolution of the 22d ulti- 
mo, in relation to the spoliations by the American 
troops in Florida during the Seminole war. 


On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of al- 
lowing James Wilson the regular compensation of 
sailmaker, for services performed by him on board 
the United States ship Yorktown, on her late 
cruise. 


Mr. CLAYTON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill requiring ap- 
prentices to be employed on board vessels engaged 
in the coasting trade; which was twice read, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ASHLEY, in pursuance of notice, asked 
/and obtained leave to bring in a bill to grant a 
quantity of public land to the State of Arkansas 
for purposes of internal improvement. Read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 

tee on the public Lands. 


The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed: 

The bill giving the assent of Congress to a change 
| of the compact entered into between the United 
States and the State of Arkansas on her admission 
| into the Union. 

The bill for the relief of J. Throckmorton. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Adams & Co. 
and others. 

| The joint resolution for the relief of Orlando Salt- 
marsh and William Fuller. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS. 
The bill making appropriation for the Post Office 


| 1847, was also read a third time and passed. 

| The joint resolution in relation to the issuing of 
| grants of certain lands in Louisiana was taken up 
| on its passage; when 

| Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, addressed the 
‘| Senate, recapitulating the arguments he had before 
| urged in favor of the claim. 


The question recurring on the motion made ona 
preceding day, by Mr. A CCHISON, to recommit the 
resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

On the suggestion of Mr. MeDUFFIE, the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, ma- 
king appropriations for the naval service for the 
year ending 30th June, 1847, was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


CHAIRMAN OF FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The Senate then proceeded to the special order, 
being the election of a Chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, in the place of Mr. ALLEN. 

First ballot—Whole number of votes 47: neces- 
sary toa choice 24.—Mr. Archer 21, Mr. Sevier 
18, Mr. Benton 2, Mr. Niles 1, Mr. Calhoun 1, 
Mr. Bagby 1, Mr. Webster 1, Mr. Crittenden 1, 
Mr. Hannegan 1. 

Second ballot—W hole number of votes 50; neces- 
sary toa choice 26.—Mr. Archer 22, Mr. Sevier 
20, Mr. Niles 1, Mr. Benton 1, Mr. Bagby 1, 
Mr. Webster 2, Mr. Crittenden 1. 

Mr. BAGBY moved to postpone further ballot- 
ing until to-morrow one o’clock, which motion was 
decided in the negative; ayes 17, noes 29. 

Third ballot—W hole number of votes 49; neces- 
sary to a choice 25.—Mr. Sevier 22, Mr. Archer 
21, Mr. Benton 1, Mr. Webster 2, Mr. Niles 1, 
Mr. Crittenden 1. 

Fourth ballot—W hole number of votes 50; neces- 
sarv toa choice 26.—Mr. Archer 22, Mr. Sevier 
18, Mr. Niles 1, Mr. Benton 4, Mr. Webster 1, 
Mr. Crittenden 2, Mr. Baghy 1, Blank 1. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved to postpone further bal- 
lotinge until to-morrow at one o’clock, which was 
decided in the negative; ayes 21, noes 26. 

Fifth ballot—W hole number of votes 51; neces- 
sary toa choice 26.—Mr. Archer 22, Mr. Sevier 
21, Mr. Allen 1, Mr. Benton 3, Mr. Bagby 1, Mr. 
Crittenden 2, Mr. Davis 1. 

Sixth ballot—W hole number of votes 49; neces- 
sary toa choice 25.—Mr, Sevier 22, Mr. Archer 
18, Mr. Dix 2, Mr. Crittenden 1, Mr. Benton 1, 
Mr. Webster 3, Mr. Calhoun 1, Mr. Fairfield 1, 

On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, the further bal- 
loting was then postponed until to-morrow, one 
o'clock. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business, and, after some time spent 
therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, June 16, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. MORSE rose to acorrection. He said that 
on Mr. Trsnatts’s motion to reconsider the ap- 
propriation for the dry-dock at Philadelphia, he 
was represented to have voted in the affirmative, 
when, In truth and in fact, he did not vote at all 
on the question of reconsideration. 

The teu having been ordered to be amended 
accordingly, was approved. 

The SPEAKER announced that the business 
first in offer would be the resolution of the select 
committee on the subject of the distribution of the 
tenth volume of the laws ef the United States. 


THE OREGON TREATY. 


Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL rose and moved 
that the rules of the House be suspended, to ena- 
ble him to introduce the following resolutions, 


which were read for information: 


| the same, and of ceding their territory, an 


ii 


| 
j 


Whereas the people are the only legitimate sovereigns in 
this Republic, and are of right the arbiters of all questions 
relating to the annexation of foreign territory or States to 
p transferring 


; | American citizens with itto any foreign Power: and whereas 
Department for the year ending on the 30th June, | 


no measure involving either can be constitutionally acted 
on by less than the whole legislative power of the Govern- 
ment, and under their instructions, and with their consent: 
and whereas it is believed and understood that the British 
Government, under the false pretence of a claim to a por- 
tion of our territory west of the Rocky Mountains, denomi- 
nated Oregon Territory, to the whole of which, to the par- 
allel of latitude 54° 40’ our title is clear and unquestionable, 


| and superior to all other title. or pretence of title, has, it is 


believed, within a few days past, submitted to the President, 


| Mr. HANNEGAN, expressing his opposition |! and through him to the Senate, a proposition to compromise 


Pewth, Sat eae 
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what she insists to he the difficulty that exists between her- 
velf and thie Government, by which she proposes to accept 
nearly one-half of said territory to preserve the peace of the 
two Governments, and compensate her for claims that have 
no foundation in fact: and whereas it is believed the Senate 
has been in secret session upon the same, and recommended 
and advised the President to accept the same, and embody 
it in the form of a treaty, to be signed by the proper officers 
of the two Governments, and transmitted to them for ratfi- 
cation: and wherens it is believed that it is one of the ques 
tions that require the sanction of the people, and the action 
of the whole iegistative power of the Government, and can- 
not be constitutionally adjusted and settled by the treaty- 
making power: and whereas an attempt thus secretly to 
adjust the matter, when the people and their immediate 
representatives are ignorant of said proposition, would be 
doing violenee to the Constitution and the rights of the peo 
ple, and, if consummated, of no obligatory force upon Uiein: 
Be it theretore 

Resotved, That in the opinion of this Honee it is the duty 
of the President and Renate to postpone further considera- 
tion and action upow the same, and submit it to the people 
for their di eision and instruction. 

Resolved further, ‘That if the treatv-making power, in se 
cret conclave, attempt to settle a question of the magnitude 
and importance of the Oregon question, it will furnish 
another example of Senatorial and Executive supremacy 
thatis incompatible with the Constitution and the rights of 
the people, and will call for a prompt corrective, to place the 
rights, honor, and welfare of the country in the keeping of 
those who will best preserve and eppreciate them. 

Resolved, That the objectand purpose of those who desire 
the preservation of the liberty, honor, and true interests of 
this republic are best attested by open, manly action upen 
them, that needs po midnight veil to hide them from the pub 
lic view and scrutiny, and that past experience attests that 
ney other course but serves to steal the power of the many 
to that of the few, and thus enables one departinent of this 
Government to enlarge its circle of action, and draw within 
its epliere from the other all that is necessary to make it su 
prete,. 


Mr. G. W. JONES moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said that a motion to suspend 
the rules had already been made by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. McDowe.t,] and that motion was 
first in order. 

Mr. GORDON called for the consideration of 
the re port of the seleet committee on the subject of 
the distribution of the tenth volume of the laws. 

Mr. McDOWELL suggested that his motion to 
suspend the rules had precedence. 

The SPEAKER so decided. 

Mr. G. W. JONES thought that the Sneaker 
had again and again decided that a motion to sus- 
pend the rales to go into committee was at all times 
in order, 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman 
to suspend the rules would be in order if the very 
same motion had not previously been made. 

Mr. JONES. But for a different object. 

The SPEAKER. Asa matter of course, for a 
different object. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE desired to be = informed 
whether a motion to lay on the table the motion to 
suspend the rules would now be in order? 

The SPEAKER said it would; but nothing 
would be gamed by it, because any other gentle- 
man might immediately make a motion to suspend 
the rules for a similar purpose, 

Mr. McDOWELL asked the yeas and nays on 
his motion; which were ordered, as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Benton, Brinkerboff, Buffington. Culver, 
Cunningham, Darragh, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Foster. Gar- 
yin, Giddings, Harper, Hoge, E. B. Holmes. Jobn W. Hois- 
ton, MeCiean, MeCiclland, MeClernand, Joseph J. MeDow 
elt, McGaughey, Mclivaine, Perrill, Pollock, Ramsey, Reltfe, 
Root, Sawyer, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Starkweatber, 
Bt. Jolin, Tibbatts, Tilden, Trambo, and White—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Barringer, Bayly, Bell, Biggs, 
James A. Binek, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, William G. Brown, Burt, William W, Campbell, 
John H. Campbell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Ragustus Ai. 
Chapman. Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Cranston, 
Crozier, Cullom, Daniel, Dargan, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, 
Dixon, Dobbin, Dockery, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ells- 
worth, Erdman, Joha H. Ewing, Ficklin, Foot, Gentry, Giles, 
Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grider, Hamlin, Haralson, Her 
rick, Hilliard, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, F. W. Hubard, 
S. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, 
Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Seaborn Jones, Danie! P. King, Lawrence, Leake, 
Lewis, Ligon, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeConnetl, Me- 
Crate, James McDowell, McHenry, Marsh, Barkley Martin, 
Morse, Moulton, Norris, Parrish, Payne, Pendleton, Perry, 
Pillsbury, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rock- 
well, Runk, Russell, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seaman, Sever 
ance, Alexander D. Sims, Simpson, Truman Smith, Albert 
Smith, C. B. Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, 
Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, 


Jacob Thompson, Tredway, Vinton, Wheaton, Winthrop, 
Woodward, Yancey, and Young—116. 


So the rules were not suspended, and the joint 
resolution was not introduced. 
The — now recurred on the motion of Mr. 


G. W. JONES, that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 





i 


_ary? Or was it his object by the Texas question 


| to reach the President? Did he mean to assail the || 


[HE CONGRESSIONAL G 


| States. 


withdraw certain papers from the files of the || 
House. | 

Objected to. | 

Mr. HOPKINS asked leave to give notice -of a || 
motion to amend the rules, so as to provide that no || 
motion to suspend the rules during the present ses- || 
sion should be entertained unless seconded by a ma- || 


jority of the members present, 1} 
Objection was made, | 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. | 


The question having been then taken on the mo- | 
tionof Mr. JONES, and decided in the affirmative, || 
the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Coss, of 
Georgia, in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 
tion of the amendments of the Senate to the bill || 
making appropriations for the current and contin- || 
gent expenses of the Indian department, &c. 

Mr. PILLSBURY was entitled to the floor. He 
said he rose under an embarrassment which could 
he ill conceived. Representing as he did Western 
‘Texas, the theatre of the present war, he felt una- 
ble to do justice to the cause in which the soldiers | 
of the United States were engaged. He felt the im- | 
possibility of doing justice to the position he held || 
on this floor. 

Mr. P. remarked that he had known that the | 
subject of Texas had long been the theme of dis- || 


| ! 


cussion and grave consideration in the councils of || 


the nation; he thought that all these matters of nice 

calculation upon treaties and upon rights had been 

settled with the settlement of the question of an- | 
nexation; that the lordly intellects of the nation had | 
exercised their mighty powers upon it; and he had | 
never anticipated that at this stage of the question | 
he should be called upon to exercise his humble | 
powers upon it before the Congress of the United | 


LOBE. 


—— ee dant, 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF asked that the motion | of fame, is the course which the President of the 
| might be waived for a moment, to enable him to F 





| animates her. 
| 











United States has taken on this question. This 
sir, would be my sentiment were I a citizen of the 
older part of the United States; for 1 look at the 
annexation of Texas more in regard to the land of 
my fathers—to the land where my children reside 
than with reference to Texas only. I consider jt 
rather on account of its bearing upon the creat 
principles of liberty to the advancement of which 
Texas, through the long years of her bloody strug. 


| gles and her successful resistance of Mexican ty- 


ranny, has contributed, and now, in connexion 
with this boasted republic of freedom, will con. 
tinue with increased efficiency to contribute all the 
aid of which she is capable, The chivalry o 
Texas have plucked the * lone star ”’ from the spr. 


rounding night of darkness and tyranny amid the 
. 


thunders of Jove, and they have now, in peaceful 
coalition with the United States, emblazoned it on 
the glorious flag of the Union, and it has taken its 
place in the constellation of freedom. She counted 
not her money; she was actuated by no ignoble 
considerations in the course she has taken; she has 
but evidenced the spirit of the Anglo-Saxon which 
She had achieved her independence 
by her own valor; she had conquered a territory 
capable of sustaining ten millions of population; she 
was courted by Europe; she could have been taken 
by the hand by that nation which is allowed to be 
the * bulwark of our religion;’’ she could have 


joined hand in hand with France; she had friends 


in all quarters, because she required nothing, and 
was able to yield something to others; she was re- 


| fused annexation when feeble—she accepted it 


There is a time and a place for all things, |! 


and I think the honorable gentleman from New |! 
York [Mr. Cutver] should have taken a more be- || 


fitting oecasion to discuss this question. Every | 
circumstance—every particular of the history of | 
this subject—has been traced out, the bearing of | 
every fact presented, and every argument which | 
tended to illustrate the truth of the subject, has | 
been enforced by intellects far superior to mine. I 


submit to the decision which has been the result of 


_ this elaborate investigation; and even had it been | 


counter to my inclinations, I should have felt it my 
duty to submit to what the constituted authorities 
of the country have done. And Laskif this is not 
the course which is enforced upon other gentlemen 


| 
| 


/ immigration was invited. 


by patriotism and by propriety? All the arguments || 
adduced yesterday, feeble as they may have been, || 


would have been in place before the question was 
settled. Every gentleman has a right to discuss 
every subject; but when the time for discussion | 
has passed, when final, definitive action has been | 
taken, when the question belongs to the past, when | 
new relations have taken place between this Gov- 
ernment and Texas, however he might have dis- 
sented from the propriety of the action which had 


generously when she was able to contend with all 
her foes. 

‘The circumstances under which annexation took 
place, should seal every mouth in this hall in re- 
gard to the honor of Texas and all her negotia- 
tions. Her boundary was achieved by her own 
prowess; whatever black letters or titles had ex- 
isted were washed out in the most precious blood 
of Texans—your friends and your countrymen— 
those whom the links which bind human society 
together unite by the tenderest ties to your citizens, 
from Maine to the Sabine. Heer title originated in 
the events in which that nation took its rise. 
Thrown out by geographical location, on the bor- 
ders of the ancient Republic of Mexico, she becaniwe 
a barrier to protect that nation from the Indians, 
who are more than equal to the Mexicans in war. 
To this territory, without value to the Mexicans, 
It required the genius 
of the Anglo-Saxon race to cultivate such a soil, 
and reclaim it from its native wildness, and trans- 
form it into what it now is. And when the Re- 
public 6f Mexico changed its character, and was 
converted into a military despotism, true to the 


_instinets of liberty which had always animated 


been taken, after war has been declared, and the |; 


country become involved in it, (even had he been 
on the other side of the House originally,) he 


interests and the honor of the country. 
i was surprised, also, to think that the bleeding 
wounds of Texas should have again been opened 
atsuch atime. I came here ignorant of the rules | 
of order in this House; distrustful of my own | 
powers, I had no idea of speaking before the as- 
sembled wisdom of the nation. I came with two 
ears and with one tongue, which admonished me 
to be rather a listener than a speaker. 
upon at this time, and conscious that I am con- 
suming the precious time of the House when ques- 
tions of momentous import are awaiting their de- 
liberation and their action, I will endeavor oar 


her, she refused to yield to the tyranny of military 
sway, and they declared, and have for ten years 
of war and bloodshed maintained, her indepen- 
dence. Any set of men, as has been justly assert- 
ed on this floor, have a natural right to take a ter- 
ritory, the occupation and cultivation of which 
others have kept in abeyance, and in a state 1" 
which it is of no use to any human being. The 


citizens of the United States would have had the 
would have supported that war, and defended the || 


/ country kept vacant by the polisy 


But called || 
|| pancy. They have settled that country; they have 
| fought back the Indians; they have become a bul- 


right to have occupied that soil on the ground of 
contiguity. I assert the broad principle that a 
of a nation 
which claims the right of ownership over It, 1s 
common property, and reverts to the situation 1n 
which all land was before it became property, and 
is open to be occupied, subdued, and cultivated by 
man—by those he will do so—as the Creator de- 
signed it should be. But, thank God, the Texans 
have a better title than that of mere quiet occu- 


_wark to aggression; they fulfilled all the duties of 


to present the relations in which I stand—in which |, 


my constituents and the whole people of Texas 
stand—to this government, regarding as lightly as 
possible the remarks of the gentleman from New 
Yocks for I hardly know the object of them. Did 
the eentleman mean to attack Texas, or her bound- 


President on the question of Texas as being a weak | 
point? I feel, sir, that itis a strong point—that || 
one of the brightest pages of his history, and one || 
that will go far to enrol his name high on the scroll | 


their relation to Mexico, until the Federal Govern- 
ment—the Government of liberty—was change 

into a military despotism. ‘Texas was driven to the 
alternative of being shackled, deprived of her arms, 
forced to a base submission, or to rise and defend 
herself; and although feeble, she took the alterna- 
tive of war and defiance. She fought the armies 
of 8,000,000 of peonle; she conquered them, and 
drove them westward of the Rio Grande. She 
took every fortified town—she left no single defence 
of the Mexican usurpers on the eastern bank of 
the Rio Grande. She established fortifications 
and defences from the western bank of the Nueces 
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Mexican has ever since had a footing on that 
ground, except in one or two small villages on the 
mmediate bank of the Rio Grande. 'T he sons of 
Texas have conquered the whole territory that 
stretches to the Ryo Grande, The Republic claims 
the territory by proclamation; but she earned it 
hy blood before the proclamation was issued. 


was on the eastern bank of the Rio Grande—none 
could be retained there, Whatever doubts may 
have existed in regard to a clear title, (for I believe 
there are very few national disputes in which all 
the points on either side are perfectly clear to every 
yaan,) the history of Texas shows that she has 
redeemed the country from the savage; that she 
has acquired a personal lien on it as property, by 
her defence of it in war. She had the revolution 
thrust upon her, and she never ceased to defend 
her rights and to fight until the only Power that 
had a claim was obliged to relinquish it; and 
whether she had been annexed or continued a free 
Republic, she had the power and the resolution to 
defend that territory and establish in it the same 
laws and institutions as existed in the land from 
which most of her people sprung. 
Mr. P. referred Fath 


have any government) is not able to protect her 
own citizens in their rights of life an roperty. 
it is already well known and discussed. 

that she is falling to pieces; and any military chief- 
tain or any man would doa service to that coun- 


give freedom to the people, and stability to the 
Government, and make her what she should be— 
the protector, guide, and shield of her citizens. 


Mexico has ceased to be a government for all that | 


government was instituted for. 

To acquire her territory, no Texan desired; to 
see her people enjoying the privileges that are en- 
joyed by the Anglo-Saxon race, was all that they 
wished fot. The settlement of Texas, and of the 
county in which I reside, was founded on princi- 
ples as noble, pure, and honest, as those in which 


any people ever settled any country. The Pilgrims | 


who landed at Plymouth Rock had no higher 
claims to patriotism or to elevated character than 


ver to the fact that Mexico | 
has been, by the admission of the world, in a state | 
in which that Government (if she may be said to | 


abroad, | 


_ had no ill feelings. 


| would-be masters. 


| human liberty. 
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to the eastern bank of the Rio Grande; and no || and their efficiency in carrying them out—-would | 


The Tex- | 


9 the Texans as no ordinary men. 


ans, I know, are of the same blood and kindred 


| with those assembled in this Hall, and they have 
| shown by all their acts that they are not unworthy 


of their connexion. Although stigmatized by the 
Mexicans as a serpent, which they have warmed 


, ed. | in their bosom, until it has gained sufficient vitali- 
When annexation took place, no Mexican soldier ‘| 


ty to turn round and defend themselves from the 
aggressions and wrongs of their pretended protect- 
ors, if serpent at all, they are like the brazen ser- 


| pent of old, which, to look upon by that Govern- 
| ment, whose body politic is covered and deformed 


by leprosy, will heal them, That country, from 


| which we have separated, requires a chastening 
hand; they require something to teach them to re- 


gard the rights of others, upon which they have 


| trampled. 


Mr. P., in further portraying the unsoundness 


| of political constitution and the perfidious and re- 


volting condition of Mexico, referred to Zavala, 
formerly a member of the cabinet of Mexico, and 
minister to France, who left that country volun- 


| tarily, its oppressions having become intolerable to 
| ee = “+ 2 

| any man whose spirit was the spirit of frecdom; 
| and to the similar instance of Navarro, who suh- 


mitted to a long imprisonment before he would 
voluntarily go back to that country. He could 
also cite the State of Yucatan, which separated 
itself from connexion with the mother Government 
without plea of robbery or theft committed upon 
her, but because the liberty of the country had been 


| frittered away, and it had at last become the sport 


i | and the victim of a bloated priesthood and a mili- 
try who could establish order there—who would | 


tary despotism—to whose rule no lover of freedom 
would submit. Towards the people of Mexico he 
He paid a high tribute to the 
amiability and other virtues of their character, and 
of their high capabilities, provided they could be 


| developed under the influence of a favoring gov- 
| ernment and the institutions of freedom. 


bered Mexicans among his constituents; he knew 


them to be quiet, industrious, enterprising men, 


and worthy citizens; and if the Mexicans were 
degraded at all, he said it was the fault of their 
All the war that was carried on 
now was carried on, in his opinion, in defence of 


He num- | 


Any traveller in the country ad- | 


wae 


continue the boundaries where the Texans had 
evidenced that they were capable of defending them. 
It was not necessary that they should have walked 
up to the very banks of the Rio Grande, because, 
after they left the Nueces, there was no natural 
boundary until the Rio Grande. To the genera- 
tion that occupy Texas, the boundary agreed upon 
by the United ‘States would be of litth moment, 
hecause every citizen owning lands beyond the 
Nueces (had the boundary been fixed there) would 
have had a fair claim on the United States for his 
property. 

Mr. P. could hardly find himself willing to reply 
to that part of the speech of the gentleman from 
New York, in which, after making ‘Texas the 
means of assault upon the Adminrstration, he de- 
scended to a species of attack never exhibited in 
Texas, in which, without fixing anything wrong 
upon the President—without impeaching his honor, 
changes were rune upon * Old Hickory’’ and 
‘Young Hickory,’’&e. What was the object of 
such a course of procedure ? Fix a charge upon 
any man, point out what he has done, and whether 


‘he be friend or foe that charge would go for all it 


was worth. But merely in general terms to pour 
out his denunciations azainst the President—te call 
him a mushroom, and such like—was of little avail. 
The high funetionary which was the object of the 
attack, was one whose head was white with labors 
in the service of this nation. These halls testified to 
the ability and industry with which he pursued his 
career to honor and to glory. He bears along with 
him the respect and the esteem of the wise and 
ccod from one end of this continent to the other; 
and in a particular manner he has won the hearts 
of the people I have the honor to represent. He 
knew their worth; despite this flimsy slang which 
was heaped upon them, he took the acts of the 
Texans as marks that they were nota degenerate 
race, Twill not reply to such language as I have 
heard in recard to Texans—the sneer, the scoff, 
and the malignant charges: they proceed from crea- 
tures whose instinct it is to light on the rotten part, 
and leave the sounder flesh to nobler oe 
One part of the gentleman’s speech I desire par- 
ticularly to notice, because it conveys an untruth, 
unintentional, no doubt. It is that part in which 
the gentleman states that General Houston made a 


| Jacent to the Colorado and the Guadaloupe would 
find the inhabitants—the Texans settled on that 
frontier, whom he represented—men of substance, 
liberal, generous in all their views, upright in their 
deportment, attentive to their own business, and 
thriving citizens. They have no desire to conquer | 
Mexico; they sat down there quietly; during ten 


treaty with Santa Ana in regard to boundary. | 
allude to it with more pleasure, because it enables 
me to contradict a report so injurious to that dis- 
| tinguished individual, and to the character of the 
nation. He released Santa Ana without condi- 
tion, not because he deserved to be released, but 
because it was a sound policy, thereby establish- 


had the settlers of the county of Austin. They 
went there to labor, to cultivate the soil, to find 
homes for themselves and their children, to estab- | 
lish the institutions and to enjoy the blessings of | 
freedom, and to mind their own business; and a | 
traveller may pass through that country and see 
the traces of fifteen years severe labor in the com- 


fort enjoyed, the wealth acquired, in the social and | 
refined feelings and the social institutions and es- || 
tablishments of life which, in other parts of the || and against the Indians, who were incited to plun- 
country, it has taken one hundred years to estab- || 


They were brave, worthy citizens; they | 


lish. 


went there with property; they went there to add 
to it in the pursuit of honest, industrious, perse- 
vering labors. They were forced by circum- 
stances to take the alternative of war or dishonor; 


they did what the citizens of a free and indepen- || no payment for the land which they occupied? 


dent Republic should do—they refused to adopt 


any course of action which would lead them to | 


submit to dishonor or disgrace. 

Mr. P. proceeded to a spirited defence of his 
own constituents. Born in the North—in one of 
the States of this Union—among a people who ob- 
serve all the relations, and discharge with fidelity 


and punctuality all the obligations of life, he hoped | 


the delegation from Maine’ would pardon him 
when he said that the wore of Texas would not 


years of the time they have lived there, at every 
season not knowing when they sowed who should 
reap, they defended themselves against Mexico 


der by the Mexicans; their numbers, by their con- 
stant exposure to dangers and hardships, haye 


|, greatly diminished; and I venture the assertion, 
that one-half of the band of Texan patriots now | 
sleep beneath the clods of the valley, who were | 


hale, vigorous men when I went there. Was this 


Was not this earning a title to it which was ac- 


| knowledged throughout the world? 


It might seem strange to a superficial observer 
that the Texans, a small and struggling nation, 
should excite so great a sensation in the United 
States. They have, however, received the aid, the 
consolation, and the care of the citizens of this 
country from one extremity of the Union to the 
other, while they were an enfeebled nation; and a 
little deeper insight would show the moral. They 


' defend it. 


ing the magnanimity of Texans, in releasing a cul- 

prit whose life was forfeited, and gaining the good 

opinion of the world. : 
The resolutions of Texas that show our claim 


| to the Rio Grande had been compared to the resolu- 


tion of the Baltimore convention claiming the right 
of the United States in the Oregon territory to 
54° 40’. Whatever the title of the United States 
might have been to Oregon, (and I believe it was 
once good,) it has no parallel at all to the title of 
the Republic of Texas to the territory claimed by 
it. ‘That declaration in regard to 54° 40’ had never 
been followed up by a vindication of the claim; no 
blood had crimsoned the snows of that region; no 
arms had been there to conquer it from a foe. If 
it was good it was good; but it had no strength like 
the claim of Texas. If she had not originally a 
particle gf claim, she earned one; she made her 
title gootby that best of all rights—the right to 
use what she obtains, and the power to obtain and 
‘© Where the statesmen of the United 


suffer by a comparison with these his old acquaint- 


: were an oppressed people, and a people essed 
ances and associates in the State which they rep- | e a Pe OPES 


States may fix the boundary, I cannot tell,”’ says 


found a sympathetic response to their hardships the gentleman Mr. P. wished to impress upon 
ais They were their equals in _everything 1 and sufferings in every human breast. No nation | this House that the Texans themselves had fixed 
which adorns human nature; the vices to the _ was so degraded, no nation was so lost to the feel- 


the boundary by the strongest kind of title. The 
sword was thrust upon her; she had to receive it 
or thrust it back to the foe that invaded her; and 
when once arms are taken up, “ the spoils belong 
to the victors;”’ and more legitimately the spoils of 
victory have never been achieved in the political 

‘or military world, than they were achieved by the 
people of Texas. 


charge of which _they were liable, were those | ings of kindred and compassion, as to be unmoved | 
which were not disconnected with the noblest de- | at the oppressions of others. This feeling on the | 
velopments of human liberty, and the highest ad [ part of the people of the United States arose from | 
ances of human civilization. Honor, bravery || the fact that Texas was the injured party; Texas 
ann almost to rashness, a determination to 1 sought peace with Mexico by all the means in her | 
: mit to no aggressions on their rights, and chiv- | power; the land in dispute, although hers by the 
“ry, were the characteristics of all classes, from st of titles, was not worth a prolonged quarrel, 


we highest to the lowest. Could men be accused || and Texas sought to settle and heal the differences, Mr. P concluded by expressing his regret that 
of being an ignoble, an inferior class, when they | by a pacific policy; Mexico, nevertheless, refused | he had been obliged to speak upon this aoe. 
established for themselves a free government over || al] her overtures, until the time came when it was | He came here, not intending to obtrude himself on 


the attention of the House, but to take an humble 
_ part in the business of this great nation. He came 
here, taking as his counsel and guide the eternal 
principles of truth and justice—those which had 


their own land, pay their debts, and, in their cor- | necessary for her to say whether she would be an- 

wh form, discharge all the obligations which || nexed to the United States. The annexation had 
long to older Governments? That trait of char- i taken place; the United States found them in pos- 

acter alone—their resolution to do all these things, || session of Texas, and they were morally bound to ° 
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always been adbered to by ‘Texas in her relations 
with Mexice and with other countries, and which 
she now wished to see carried out by the United 
States in all questions to which her aunexation to 
this Republic should give rise. fie knew that 
those principles would stand like the rock upon 
the seashore, which looks down m silent majesty 
while wave after wave beats against it and dis- 
solves, not shaking its immutable foundations, 
Mr. STEPHENS followed. He declared his 
intention to direct the observations which he pro- 
owed to make to the subject of the Mexican war. 
He was not, as some gentlemen on this floor seemed 
t> be, the advocate of war in the abstract. Not 
professing to belong to the peace party, or to the 
non-resisiance party, he sull believed that all wars 
were great national calamities, and that no nation 
should be heedlessly thrust into them, And in 
making this declaration he trusted that no man 
would charge him with opposiuon to Texas. ILis 
course on that subject would, he hoped, be a sutii- 
cient guaranty agamst any charges of the kind. 
It was true that he had not supported certain meas- 
ures, because he believed we should be involved by 
them in the consequences which we now realized, 
But he had always been in favor of the peaceful 
and honorable acquisition of Texas. He had no 
objection to the expansion of this republic, provi- 
ded that expansion was effected on correct princi- 
les. He looked to the day when the institutions 
of this young republic would embrace the cont- 
nent; but this end was not to be attained by con- 
quest, nor were republican institutions to be spread 
by such means. hat 
His present object was to inquire into the causes 
of the existing war. And he laid down and pro- 
ceeded to argue three propositions: that there was 
no necessity for the war, and that the cause of it 
was the moving our troops from the Nueces to the 
Rio Grande. Secondly, that it was improper, 
Thirdly, that it was not right. The President, in 
his annual message, had congratulated Congress at 
the bloodless acquisition of ‘Texas. He (Mr. 58.) 
had rejoiced at it: and bloodless, he contended, that 
acquisition might have remained. Mr, S. then 
passed to an examination of the correspondence, 
with a view to prove his first proposition, that the 
removal of the troops from Corpus Christi, in ful- 


filment of what he designated as a masked inten- | 


tion to bring on a war, by the irritations which that 
removal produced, were the causes of it. He did 
not undertake to say what the boundary line be- 
tween the two republics should be, but he was sat- 
isfied of the fact that the line of the Rio Grande 


could have been peaceably acquired but for the for- | 


ward movement of the army of occupation. 

As to the objects of the war, he inquired what 
it was the intention of the administration to do? 
Was it to pursue the conquest of Mexico? Was 
it that our soldiers might “ revel in the halls of 
the Montezumas?” Was it that we might acquire 
the Californias and al] the mining districts as well 
as the capital of Mexico itself? Tf so, he was op- 
posed to it. He declared himself in advance im 
favor of peace so soon as peace could be honorably 
obtained. Till then, he would not only exhaust 
every dollar that was in the treasury, but every doi- 
lar that might be there for years to come but that our 
arms should be honorably and victoriously sus- 
tained. Buthe thought that this question was not 
to be settled in that way. And he expressed his 
sincere regret that General Taylor had not received 


authority from the department as soon asany offer | 


of armistice should be made, or any disy@@siuon to 
return to peace should be manifested? to meet it. 
He (Mr. 8.) was in favor of the Rio Grande as the 
boundary. He believed, as he had said, that that 


boundary might have been peaceably maintained if 


the question had been properly managed. If that 
was the object, let it so be proclaimed here. Was 
our debt to be increased millions upon millions (he 
knew not what it would be before Congress ad- 
journed) to carry on this war? He would like to 
teas some information on this subject. It was due 
to the House, due to the country, due to the brave 
volunteers who had gone to that war, due to the 
tax-paying people, that the object of the Govern- 
ment should be made known. 

Some explanations followed between Mr. STE- 
PHENS and Mr. DOUGLASS as to the position 
assumed by the latter gentleman in a recent speech, 

And whilst speaking on this point Mr. 8S. was 
cut off by the expiration of the hour. 


Mr, LEAKE said, since he had had the honor 
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and interests of the country. 


| found himself paralyzed and brought 


| of a seat on this floor, and from his earliest reco!- 


lections, he had met with many things existing in 
the party relations of the people of this country 
that excited his surprise, at least. He had been 
prepared to believe that the mass of the people of 


the country, both Federalists and Democrats, | 


Whigs and Republicans, were equally patriouc, 
and that there was no party, either here or beyond 


the limits of this Capitol, that would select, as the | 
salient angle of attack on the Administration which | 


now controls the destiny of the country, the pre- 


cise point of time when the patriot is straining | 


every nerve to bring out all our national resources 
: " . . - > 
in repelling the invasion of a foreign foe. But 
trom a close Ovservation of the course of the Whig 
had learned that this was not the first 


party. h 
party, iit 


tume when they had been arrayed against the honor | 


with some qualiicauon of his surprise that he had 
. ’ 
observed the course of gentlemen on this floor. 


What were the grave charges preferred by gentle- 


Administration, on account of their conduct in re- 
jation to the Mexican war? It was charged by the 
venteman from Kentucky, [Mr. G. Davis,| ata 





| and Administration. 


| Constitution ! 


lu was, therefore, || 


iormer period, and by other gentlemen, and had || 
been to-day reiterated by the eloquent gentleman | 


from Georgia, |Mr. Stepuens,| tiat this war was 


commenced by the President; that the Constitu- | 
| tion of the country has been trampled under foot | 


inthe most fearful power that appertains to its 
sovereignty, by no less a person than the President 
| of the United States; that, in ordering the advance 
| of General ‘Taylor upon the Rio Grande, he com- 
| mitted not only an invasion upon Mexican soil, but 


| a far greater, a fur higher offence—one against the | 


| Consutution of his country. Without stopping to 
| argue this question, he might appeal to his friend 
from Georgia, and to every gentleman of his party, 
to know why slumbered their eloquence when this 
| outrage was first committed? Was it not notorious 
| before the commencement of hostilities that the 
| American army was there stationed? And all that 
| ume no opposition was heard to it from the op- 
| ponents of the Administration, 

Mr. STEPHENS (Mr. L. yielding) said that 


| no official information had been given from the 


Executive that the army had been ordered there. 

A few days before the first battle, the gentleman 

| from Kentucky {Mr. Davis] had attempted to in- 

troduce a resolution of inquiry on this subject, and 
the majority of the House did not permit it. 

Mr. LEAKE said he cared not whether official 

information had been received or not; the fact was 

made known through the ordinary channels of in- 

| formation in the country, and it was the duty ofa 


watchful sentinel on the watchtower of liberty to || 


sound the alarm, whether official information had 
been received or not. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The attempt was made to 
bring out the fact by resolution of inquiry, and it 
was voted down by the majority of this House. 

Mr. LEAKE. ‘This, | am informed, (for I was 

| not here at that time,) was only on the Saturday 
before the information was received. The con- 
flict was then known to be inevitable. 
was the point to which I was coming. I recapit- 
ulated a moment only to fasten on the Whigs, as 
a party, the odium that justly attaches to them. 
| Mr. L. repeated that they submitted, quietly and 
| tamely, to this infraction of the Constitution, as 
they claim it to be, without raising their voices 
against it; and not unul American blood,was shed 
on American soil, not unul an injury had been 
committed higher even than one upon the Consti- 
tution, and when an enemy was exerting all their 
forces to crush the American arms, and prostrate 
American power, it was that these gentlemen be- 
thought that there was an outrage on the Consti- 
/tution. It was not until their voices could lend 
some aid to the enemies of their country that they 
raised their voices. It might be, as Mr. Samuel 


| Weller would say, an ‘ hextraordinary”’ coinci- | 


dence, but it was an unfortunate one. Is it not re- 
markable that it was not until the conflict took 
place—until a thrill of indignation ran through the 
country—that at the precise time when the arm of 
this nation was stretched out to avenge the insults 
and injuries committed upon us, that that arm was 
attempted to ‘be paralyzed by certain of our own 
citizens? It was not until the American eagle (if 
he might be pardoned in the allusion to this noble 
bird) was about swooping to nee that he 

own to the 


| 





And this | 
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dust by an arrow feathered from his own Wine 
And this was American patriotism! This was the 
attempt to put odium on the democratic President 
Mr. L. referred to the anec. 

dote given in Wirt’s Life of Henry, of the mat 
who had his cattle seized upon to supply he 
starving troops of the country" in that revion 
whose hoarse and dissonant voice, in demand for 
pecuniary satisfaction, was heard, amid the general 
acclamations and rejoicings at the success of our 
arms, crying ** beef, beef!” And now, he said 
when the whole nation was rejoicing over the 
brilliant victories of the Rio Grande, the hoarse 
and dissonant voice of the whole Whig party was 
heard crying out * violated Constitution! violar, d 
1 ei They eught to have commenced 
the ery either sooner or later—sooner, before the 
battle commenced, or later, to have waited till it Was 
brought to a close, and victory crowned our efforts 
How had the President violated the Constity. 


| tion? How was the onus of the war thrown Upon 
| imen on the other side of the Elouse against the || 


him by ordering the American troops to advance 
upon the Rio Grande? That was the offence, the 
commencement of hostilities, according to the gep- 
tleman from Georgia. I take the occasion to state 
that the President was compelled, in the nature of 
things, to select some boundary beyond which he 
would not go, and within which he would not al- 
low the Mexicans to come. The question js 
where is that point? 

Mr. STEPHENS (interposing) stated that it 
was just where the Secretary of War, in his com- 
munication of the 30th of July, (from which he 
read,) stated, when he gave directions to occupy 
the territory of Texas to the extent it was occu- 
pied by the people of Texas. 

Mr. LEAKE. Exactly that point. Now, there 
is a difference of opinion Cocaine the people of the 
United States and the Government of Mexico (if, 
indeed, there may be said to be any government 
there) on this very point. Mr. L. would not have 
been surprised, had the gentleman from Georvia 
read Mexican authority to show where the line 
was. If we were to listen to them, it would be the 
Sabine: for it was not a great while ago that the 
Mexican plenipotentiary declared that the annexa- 


’ 


| tion of Texas would be just cause of war. On 


the contrary, Texas declared the Rio Grande to be 
her boundary in 1836, in her organic law; the 
Mexican General, Woll, recognised it as the bound- 
ary, by declaring all found within three miles of 
the Rio Grande to be considered as enemies to 
Mexico; and we within the present session de- 
clared it to be the boundary by extending our rev- 
enue laws over it. 

Here, then, is the precise case: The President, 
under the direction of Congress, in discharge of 
his constitutional duty, felt bound to protect Texas 
as far as Texas had extended her boundaries. 
How was he to determine that question? Was he 
to listen to the Mexicans, or to select that line 
which Texas had declared, and Mexico, as well 
as this body, had recognised? Mr. L. held that 
he acted wisely, rightfully, in going as far as he 
did. Would the gentleman from Georgia tel] him 
what he meant when he said that his [Mr. Ste- 
PHENS’s] opinion was, that the boundary ought to 
have been the Rio Grande, and no doubt it could 


| have been obtained peacefully by negotiation? 
|| How had the gentleman arrived at the conclusion 


that the boundary ought to have been at the Rio 
Grande? 

Mr. STEPHENS replied, that he had stated 
the boundary ought to be at the Rio Grande, be- 
cause it was the natural boundary. 

Mr. LEAKE. ‘Ought it to be,” wrongfully ? 
If it was Mexican soil, it ought not to be. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then we ought never to 
have got Florida or Louisiana, because they once 
belonged to Spain or France. I say we ought to 
have got Florida long before we did; and we ought 

eacefully to have obtained the boundary of the 
io Grande. 

Mr. LEAKE (conten) said he thought, when 
the gentleman announced that the boundary ought 
to have been, or to be, at the Rio Grande, and that 
it could be, or could have been, obtained by nezo- 
tiation, that he announced the proposition that 
Texas rightfully extended to that river; for he 
could not have thought that the Mexicans would 
have quietly, tamely submitted, by negotiation, to 
give up that portion of territory between the Nueces 
and the Rio Grande, if it belonged to them. 

Mr. STEPHENS (in his seat.) I do not. 
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Mr. LEAKE. Then how does the gentleman | 
arrive at his conclusion ? aie 
” We have sent a special commissioner to Mexico; 
we have offered all we can offer; we were ready to 
settle the boundar and all other questions. nd 
what did they? They drove out our minister with 

degree of ignominy that would have warranted an 
i stant declaration of war on our part. And they 
ordered their armies to march upon the Rio Grande 
“a to cross it, until General Taylor had been 
there for some ume. Here was a Mexican recog- 
nition of the Rio Grande as a boundary. Now, 
when the gentleman thought we could have ob- 
«ined the Rio Grande by negotiation, he argues 
against the nature and all the manifestations of that 
neople. 
, _. facts, thus stated in this summary man- 
ner, he maintained, amply justified the Adminis- 
sation in the course they had taken in regard to 
this quesuon. : 

He would not stop to cavil as to the expenditures 
ofthis war. According to the received theory of 
the gentleman from Georgia, and the party with 
whom he acted, the greater the expenses the better; 
for they all come out of foreign governments; we 
vet all our revenue from abroad, according to their 
theory, and not one cent of it comes from the 
pockets of the constituents of the gentleman from | 
Georgia, or of my constituents; and the greater 
the amount of taxation, the greater the protection 
wo the interests of the country. He did not believe 
that this war was going to be so expensive. He 
believed with the spirit, the fire that had run from 
one end of the country to the other, it was destined 
to a speedy and a glorious termination, maugre the 
eorts of the Whig party to paralyze the arm of the 
Administration. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said that his motive for 
participating in the debate had originated in con- 
siderations connected with the speech delivered by | 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Cutver] on 
yesterday. But to-day the range of debate had 
been so widely extended, that he felt himself called 
upon to give more rein to his remarks than he had 
originally intended. It was but justice to himself, || 
however, to say that he did not rise to deliver any 
formal speech; he was unprepared to do so. Such 
observations as he should make would be those | 
which the occasion might call forth. 1] 

Upon the subject of the war with Mexico—its 
causes and its objects—the gentleman from Virginia || 
(Mr. Leake] had preceded in a course of reason- 
ing and a strain of eloquence which he (Mr. McC.) | 
could not hope to equal. He awarded that gentle- || 
man—equally estimable in social as he is exem- 
plary in ale relations—his grateful thanks for 
the victorious service he has rendered to-day in 
behalf of his country. Upon the question of facts || 
he has triumphantly vindicated the conduct of the | 
Executive, 

Mr. McC, proposed to inquire briefly into the | 
question of authority. The gentleman from Geor- 
git (Mr. Stepnens] had arraigned the Executive 
upon the charge of having provoked the war upon 
a deliberate design, without cause, and for having || 
prosecuted it, under these circumstances, in viola- 
tion of the Constitution. Upon the first proposi- 
uon it is enough to say, that the imputation |, 
which it carries is so improbable and monstrous 
that none scarcely will paleve it. Upon the latter 
he begged to be heard in a few words. It is based 
upon the idea that, as Congress is the war-making 
power, therefore it is not competent for the Presi- || 
dent to employ the military force of the coun- 
‘ry, even for the purposes of its defence, or to re- | 
pel invasion. ** Congress may provide for calling 
forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
‘uppress insurrections, and repel invasions.’’ And, 
in the absence of a delegation of authority under 
‘tis clause, the President might not have or exer- 
ise this power. But the wisdom of our predeces- 
sors, in a eet appreciation of the uncertainty of 
human affairs, aa the oft-recurring casualties con- 
inbuting to engender strife and war between na- | 
tions, have long since delegated this ne 
power under certain limitations to the President. | 
As early as 1795 a law for this urpose was pass- | 
ed, and it now stands in full Eeves. It is under 
the authority of this law, without which in the re- 1 
re of Congress the coun might be expos i to 
yr. : utmost danger, that the resident finds his jus- 

cation for all that he has done in regard to Mex- | 
co. It is probable that the gentleman from Geor- | 


gia had forgotten the existence of this law, Or he 


_ ico to fix the limits of her own rapacity ? 


| difficulty about condemning the latter. 
| (said Mr. McC.,) granting the analogy, it proves 
Upon the termination of the convention || 
| of joint usufruct, if Great Britain should under- 


would not have ventured upon so untenable and | 


serious a charge upon the President. 

He says, however, in another aspect of the ques- 
tion, that there was no necessity for war, as there 
was no invasion of our territory. How so? The 
Rio Grande was the southern boundary of Texas, 
so established by her constitution itself. We an- 
nexed Texas as she was organized and offered her- 


self; and hence the invasion of the territory east | 


of the Rio Grande was an invasion in the con- 
Stitutional sense of the term. But the gentleman 
says that the line of the Nueces, if he was under- 
stood aright, is the true boundary of ‘Texas on the 
south. ‘This is a foregone quesuon. It has been 
agitated, debated, and settled otherwise before; and 
it would be vain and supererogatory to reopen it 
now. Again: he says that the terms of annexation 
recognised the existence of a question of boundary, 
and provided for its adjustment by negotiation, and 
that negotiation should have been resorted to for 


the purpose. In answer, it may be said that peace- 


able and friendly negotiation was tried, and in vain. 
We have sent no less than two ministers to settle 
it thus, but with no other eliect than the rejection 


of both, and the insult of the nation. 


No other alternative has been left to us than war, 
or the surrender of the whole or a part of ‘Texas, 
as Mexican moderation might choose to demand. 


| Which of these alternatives would the internal ea- 


emies of this war elect? Would they permit Mex- | 


) Would 
they surrender ‘Texas, even if they could do so, to 
the experience of another Alamo and Goliad, after 


tion to preserve and protect her? Or would they 
war, if it became necessary, as it has, to fulfil this 
solemn obligation? General Taylor and his gallant 


| solemnly pledging the faith and strength of the na- | 


band encamped upon the banks of the Rio Grande, | 


to fulfil this obligation, and there he was attacked. 


most likely, would have taken place; and so also, 


the limits of Texas, we have reason to believe, 
| from her annunciations and conduct, there would 
| have been no peace, if her authority had been con- 


tested in any part. 
The gentleman from Georgia assimilates the case 


|, of the military occupation of the Rio Grande to that 


of a like occupation of the line 54° 40’ north lati- 


| tude in Oregon, against Great Britain, and con- 


demns the former because he seems to have no 
Now, sir, 


nothing. 


| if he had halted on the western bank of the Sabine, | 
if the enemy could have reached that point. 


— : As | 
|| there was no limit to the Mexican claim short of 


would be as great an infraction of our national | 


co in regard to Texas, and would as much deserve 


| to be resisted. Mr. McC. only regretted that the 
constitutional authorities had seen fit to resist man- | 


oe the one case, and submit tamely to the other. 
he Oregon question was the first and only great 


| national question which had been brought to the 
| attention of the Government under western auspi- 


ces, and it was now about to be sacrificed, if rumor 
was true. An act was about to be consummated 
which, considered in connexion with its antece- 


| dents and its probable consequences, would prove, 
_ altogether, one of the most extraordinary events 


which has transpired in the history of nations. A 


| territory large enough to constitute an empire, to 


which our title is claimed to be valid, inhabited by 
the free citizens of the United States, entitled to 
the benefit and protection of their laws, are lands 
and people about to be transferred to a foreign ju- 


risdiction, from no other ostensible cause than the | 
fear of a war which may be necessary to preserve | 


with which this act is about to be consumma 
proves a degree of practical irresponsibility on the 
t of public authorities in this country—Repub- 
ic as it is—which appertains to none other in the 
civilized world. A Se 
ple, but by limited legislative bodies, boasts a pow- 
er which the House of Lords in England would 
not dare to exercise. For one, Mr. McC. felt it 
to be his duty to raise his voice in protestation 
inst the deed which was about to be performed. 
He would proclaim its iniquity even if he should 
be impaled upon the altar of political sacrifice. He 


them. Sir, the secrecy, despatch, and emer 
’ 
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at the commencement of the present Congress; and 
he would continue to stand there even if he should 
be abandoned to the loneliness of individual soli- 
tude. Neither the gold, nor the elephants of Pyr- 
rhus, should seduce or intimidate him. If he could 
not wheel and cut about as a shuttle-cock, it was 
his misfortune. God had made him of sterner 
stuff, and he would not rebel against the will of 
Heaven. 

Events are crowding upon the attention of the 
nation, which should alarm and arouse the States 
of the West toa proper perception of their situa- 
lion and dangers. 

Millions have been expended to secure southern 
territorial extension. Florida and Louisiana have 
been acquired. ‘This was right. ‘Texas has been 
annexed. ‘This is right. A war is waging to main- 
tain, and probably to extend southern extension. 
‘This also is right. He approved of all this. But 
the West has been hedged by the transfer of Indian 
tribes from the South to its borders. ‘The army of 
pioneers have compassed this barrier on either side, 
and closed upon the rear, seeking scope for genius, 
daring, and enterprise upon the distant shores of 
the Pacific; and here again they are met not by a 
savage barrier, but by the arm of their own Gov- 
ernment, uplifted to cleave our territories asunder, 
and to thrust it from them. This is all wrong. 
Unto governments as unto men, a time is appoint- 
ed to die. When this unhappy catastrophe shall 
befal our Government—and may God avert it!— 
what will be the condition of the free States of the 
West—cut off from the Atlantic—cut off from the 
maritime power of the Pacific? Insulated and iso- 
lated in the interior, they will be reduced to the 


| condition of a pastoral people, paying tribute for 
| egress and ingress through the ports of both oceans. 


The events which have occurred to this connexion 


) ||; may not be the result of a deep, strategic, and 
If he had halted at the Nueces, the same result, | 


systematic policy, but they may produce as fatal 
consequences as if they were. Let the young Sam- 
son of the West beware that he is not shorn of his 
strength while he reposes in the lap of Delilah; that 
he is not delivered into the hands of the Philistines, 
and his eyes jobbed out. 

The West may mourn in the desolation of deser- 
tion, but neither would she, nor would Mr. McC., 
halt in the discharge of their public duties; she will 


| adhere to the Constitution; she will respect and de- 


fend, if needs be, with her blood, all of its compro- 
mises; she will contribute her voice and her influ- 
ence to restrict Federal power to safe and constitu- 
tional limits; she will adhere to hard money, equal 


| and only necessary taxation; she will strive to ad- 


| rights as any similar attempt on the part of Mexi- |! 


| of foreign nations against us. 


minister the public lands so as to secure every man, 


| who deserves it, a homestead; to prevent monopo- 


'- | lies; and to elevate the masses to the dignity and 
take to hold the whole or any part of Oregon, it | 


independence of freemen, in fact as well as in name. 
She will neither swerve nor shrink from the obli- 
gations of duty and patriotism, but will press on 
in the faithful discharge of public duty, hoping bet- 
ter things for the future. 

An apprehension seems to have prevailed that, 
to insist upon our rights, both in regard to Oregon 
and Texas, would be to provoke the interference 


M. Guizot’s theory 


| of the balance of power has been held up in terro- 


| rem. 


But why should they interfere? There is 
nothing in the mdoeration of their examples to 
justify it. In India the red fields of battle are still 
smoking with the blood of British aggression. ‘The 
capitulation of the Punjaub has just added another 


/empire to those she now holds in the east. In 


| limits of an extended empire. 


Africa, France is pushing her conquests to the 
i Neither is there 
anything in the condition of Europe which would 
justify crowned heads to venture upon such an 


experiment. The masses of Europe have been 


laboring for centuries under the pressure of feudal 
tyranny; but a new era has arrived—the era of 
thought, intelligence, and action. In Prussia, the 


_ progress of education has called for a freer consti- 


tution of government. The revolution in France 


‘has laid the axe at the root of privilege, and no- 
| bility is dwindling to a mere name. > England 
nate, elected not by the peo- |, 


the corn-law agitation has forced a mitigation of 
the iniquities of the restrictive system, and Irish 
repeal and coercion are still left to complete the 
great popular triumph. _ 

The time has now arrived when, by the reces- 


| sion of aristocracy and the advance of the democ- 


| war between the United States and an 


racy, these influences are held in nice balance. A 
of the 


would stand now where others had stood with him || European monarchies, especially England, would 


aoe eee 
creed 


" 
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probably spread the flame all over Europe. It | 


would be a war not of force only, but also of sys- 
terms—social, civil, moral, and religious. It would 
be a war calling into action the “impulse of civil 
and religious liberty, the triumph of which would 
only be the more certainly secured by resistance. 

To-day (said Mr. McC.) has exhibited a grand 
and sublime spectacle in the history of the world. 
We have witnessed the representatives from re- 
mote Texas—the far West—the St. John and the 
Atlantic seabord, all mingled in council, Itisa 
spectacle exhibiting the moral of civil and religious 
liberty. In the first one hundred and fifty years, 
our settlements advanced five hundred miles from 
the castern seaboard; in the next seventy-five 
years one thousand miles; and, more recently, the 
tide of emigration has mingled with the placid 
waters of the Pacific and has beat against the 
mountain range which skirts the Rio Grande; it 
is destined to overflow the continent, irrigating it 
for the growth and predominance of liberty. 

Mr. McC, thought the present war against Mcx- 
ico should be prosecuted vigorously and effectually. 
Our invading columns should advance upon Santa 
i'é, Upper California, and the bay of San Fran- 
eweco; against Chihuahua, Durango, Sinaloa, and 
Mazatlan, near the entrance of California Gulf ; 
and against Monterey, Zacatecas, and upon the 
city of Mexico itself. ‘Thus we would encompass 
the enemy, cut off his communication, and bring 
him to such terms as would afford indemnity for 
the past, including the cost of the war, and secu- 
rity for the future. 

The gentleman trom New York, [Mr. Cunver,] 
m the course of his reply to my colleague, [Mr. 
Dovatass,] took oceasion to impute to the State 
of Ilinois a disposition to repudiate her public 
debt. Now, this imputation either proceeds from 
ignorance or & misrepresentation of facts—perhaps 
unintentional. 

lilinois has not paid off the debt she contracted 
for the purposes of internal improvement in an un- 
lucky moment. But why has she not? Because 
she has been unable. But she has uniformly de- 
elared her willingness and obligation to do so. In 
1842-'43, she compassed every means in her power 
to do so. She cancelled the charter of her banks, 
and appropriated the stock she owned in them, to 
the amount of more than $3,000,000, to take up her 
bonds to the same amount; and thus by this act 
accomplished the double purpose of freeing herself 
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_out of order to allude to the subject of the bill. 


a regard to the rights and interests and the integ- 
| the debt due to us, then a portion of their territory || 


| He agreed with the gentleman from Georgia that | 


from the evils of the banking system and of re- |, 


ducing her public debt. 
the Union to set the example of the extinction of 
all banks—of discontinuing the receipt of all bank 


we in the collection and disbursement of the pub- || 


ic revenues, and among the very first to resort to 
taxation to preserve her public faith inviolate. 

As an humble member of the councils of my 
State, Lon that occasion used this language in sup- 
port of this system of policy, which was responded 
to then and is now: 

“TItis identified with the means of relief to a suffering 
and desponding people; it is identified with the bonor and 
future destiny of the State; it is wit the world expect of 


us, and what we must persevere in, if we would deserve the 
approbation of good men all over the world.” 


At the same time all of the disposable means of 
the State were put into requisition to reduce the 
debt—unfinished, and the only finished road we 


-had—all of the lands bought by the State in con- 


nexion with her system of improveinents—all of 
the buildings, depots, and town property held by 
the State in connexion with the system—the lands 
ceded to the State under the distribution act of 
184]—the Illinios and Michigan canal, and the 
lands and other property connected with it; all—I 
say all these—every thing that the State could com- 
mand, were offered to our creditors. 

This was the demonstration made in 1842 and 
1843. In 1844 and 1845, the canal and the append- 
nut lands, lots, and buildings, were again offered, 
und the offer is now accepted. The canal, which 
has cost some $5,000,000, together with its lands 
and tolls, are pledged for the payment of interest 
«nd the rembursement of her public debt, and is 
iow supposed to be hastening towards successful 
completion. 

But this is not all; we have not only offered 
everything to our creditors, but at the last session 
of the legislature we retrenched the public expend- 
itures and imposed an additional tax to meet ac- 
eruing luterest, 

Mr. GRAHAM said, that but a short time now 


She was the first State of | 


| 


' operate against Texas. 


_ Georgia, for whom he had a high 


| thought that the President of the United States had 


‘The Senate had proposed an amendment for the ap- 
pointent of a commissioner to examine and adjust 
the claims of the Cherokees. A treaty was made 
with that tribe in the year 1835 for their removal 
west of the Mississippi. Under the 17th article of | 
(his treaty, it was provided that a commission 
should be imstituted for the examination and ad- 
justment of claims for remuneration for property 
lost or abandoned by the Cherokees. The Gov- 
ernment of the United States gave a high price for 
the territory, nearly seven millions of dollars. He 
held m his hand the report of the commissioners— 
Messrs. Washington and Mason—of the claims 
unpaid when the commission was closed. The ob- 
ject of the amendment was to reverse the com- 
mission. ‘The committee of the House had de- 
parted from the proposition. He sent to the chair 
to be read a portion of the report of the commission, 
which showed that there were yet outstanding a 
large number of claims. These claims ought to 
be paid out of the Indian fund. Mr. G. went into 
sume details and arguments to show that the com- 
mission Ought to be established. There was no 
other way in which the object could be reached. 

Mr. YANCEY next took the floor. 

Mr. TIBBATTS asked the gentleman to give | 
way, toenable him to move that the committee 
rise, for the purpose of allowing more time for the 
discussion. 

Mr. YANCEY would, he said, make that mo- 
tion when he got through, if it was desired. 

Mr. Y. proceeded to make some remarks on 
this subject, a report of which we shall be able to 
give hereafter. He should not, he said, have 
troubled the committee at all, but for some remarks | 
whieh fell from the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. || 
Steruens.| He agreed with that gentleman that 
we ought not to extend our territory by conquest. | 
He desired that it should be done justly, and with 


rity of Mexico. In ease they could not pay us 


should be taken in compensation for our claims. | 


the Rio Grande ought to be our boundary, and he 


the right to defend it. But the gentleman had | 
said that we could have obtained the country by 
veaceful measures. But all the accounts from 
Mexico showed that we could not. 

Upon the annexation of Texas, their Minister 
was withdrawn, which was a hostile act. Our 
Minister in Mexico was furnished with his pass- | 
ports. The ruling government was overthrown, | 
because it did not prosecute the war with activity. 
An army was raised to be sent to Texas, and it | 
had long been accumulating before General Taylor 
took post on the Rio Grande, and was intended to 
The Government had 
sent to Mexico a Minister to settle all our difficul- 
ties; and it had done this ina spirit of peace. The 
new Government of Mexico refused to receive 
him; and this refusal was, under the circum. | 
stances, a direct act of hostility. The Executive 
was under obligations to carry out the laws of the 
country. He had proposed negotiation, but the 
other party had refused to treat. What was the 
Executive todo? Was it not his duty to extend | 
our laws over our citizens in that territory ? 

Mr. STEPHENS here remarked that the Gov- 
ernment of Mexico had not refused to negotiate 
upon the subject of the boundary. 

Mr. YANCEY said the Mexican Government 
refused to receive our Minister in any capacity. 
Our claim to the territory ought to be respected 
and maintained until it was curtailed by the trea- 
ty-making power. We had, by law, established 
a custom-house beyond the Nueces. The Presi- | 
dent knew no other than the boundary of the Rio 
Grande. The Mexican army had’ crossed the 
river and murdered our men, and had placed them- || 
selves between the camp and the depot, to cut off || 
the American troops. Now, he would ask, wheth- || 
er, while we were at war, while the jealousy of 
Great Britain and France was excited by that war, 
while it was rumored that one of these Powers 
would interfere with our movements on the Pacific, 
this was the time to declare that the war was un- 
just? He was sorry that the gentleman from 
respect, had lent | 
his countenance to the opposition to this war—an || 


i 


| eulogium which the gentleman from Ge 


Secretary of State. 


reflection the glory and beauty of the ¢ 


| Pp 
| strike out th 


opposition which ought to have been left 10 the 


Mr. Y. here made some remarks in reply to the 


orgia had 
a Webster ag 
He (Mr. Y.) had spoken 
freely, in a former debute, as to that gentleman's 
political history; and if he was one who was to be 
drawn up, as morning mist, by this noond 
to be dispersed into clouds, that would iner 


pronounced on the conduct of Mr. 


ay Sun, 
ease by 
lay, he 


hoped he would fall again in refreshing showers 


_upon these regions rendered arid by the political 


doctrines of that gentleman. He had (he said) 
been misunderstood by the public, and in this 
House, as to the fact that he had made charsrg 
against Mr. Webster. He had expressly stated 
that he did not intend to discuss those charges »1 
that time. In relation to the reports of the com. 
mittees, he was free to say that the charges against 
Mr. Webster had been, in a moral sense, dis. 
proved. But if money was drawn, through My 
Smith, for the purposes alleged, it was improperly 
used, and, according to the statements of the ce), 


gen- 


-tleman from Ohio, (Mr. Brinkxernorr,] Mr. 


Webster, when he left the department, was a de- 
faulter. 

He could not see how the God of battles could 
be invoked to bless our arms, if, as the gentleman 
from Georgia had alleged, our cause was unjust, 

Mr. STEPHENS explained that he had never 
said it was unjust. The removal to the Rio Grande 


he had declared to be unnecessary and improper, 
| and that it was not right for the Executive to make 
| the removal. 


Mr. YANCEY had not, he said, misunderstood 
the gentleman. ‘The war was, in his view, to be 


_attributed to an improper and unnecessary remo- 


val. He feared that his friend had shared in that 


_ hasty plate of soup; and that he had in view the 


cause of that removal, when he had chosen to lead 


his political forces. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON spoke to the subject 
of the amendment of the Senate to the bill, and 
suggested some amendments. 

He moved that the committee rise, in order to 


| afford time for the continuance of the discussion; 


for, he said, it was impossible to take up the tariff 
to-day. 

Mr. McKAY suggested that the question be 
taken on the amendments, and that the bill be re- 
ported, and the discussion concluded in the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew his motion. 

The hour of two having arrived, the committee 
proceeded to vote on the amendments. Several of 
them were concurred in, some with and some 
without amendment. The residue were disagreed 
to on the recommendation of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill 
and amendments to the House. 


SUPPLEMENTAL WAR BILL. 
Mr. HARALSON, from the committee on con 


_ ference appointed on the subject of the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on this bill, (on leave) 
| made the following report: 


The committee of conferen@e on the part of the House 
of Representatives on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses of Congress on the bill entitled “ An act supplement- 
al to an act entitled An act providing for the prosecution of 
the existing war between the United States and the Republic 
of Mexico, and for other purposes,’ ” respectfully report: 

That they have met the conferees on the part of the - 
ate, and, after free and full conference upon the subject $ 
the said disagreeing votes, the joint conferees have agree 
to recommend, and do recommend, as follows: — 

That the amendment of the House to the first seetion ; 
the original bill providing for the reduction of the number 0 
general officers “when the war with Mexico shail corm 
nate,’? be amended by striking out, and substituting for t . 
word “terminate” the following words, viz : “be een 
by a definite treaty of peace duly concluded and rat a 
and that the Senate recede from its disagreement to 


| amendment thus amended. 


That the House of Representatives recede from its disa- 


" greement to the votes of the Senate disagreeing with ~~ 


amendments which —, = 15th and 16th sechons 
su entary to the origi i ; 
vg recommendations be adopted, their ome 
will be to retain the first section of the original bill as amend 
ed by the House, with the exception of the words above 
to be substituted for the word “terminate,” 4” a4 
ejsections numbered 15 and 16 supplementary 


i d by the Senate. 
the Dill a8 Passee OY ne UGH A. HARALSON, 
H. WHITE, 
on the part of the House. 
JOHN A. DIX 
JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. , 
Committee on the part of the Senutfe- 
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———— aD 
— 


Gome desultory remarks followed as to the vari- 
ri was items of the proposed compromise, in which 
He SAWYER, HAMLIN, G. S. HOUS- 
TON, and McKAY, participated. 

Mr. HARALSON demanded the previous ques- 
jon; which was seconded. ae 

And the main question (on concurring in the re- 
port) was ordered to be now taken. 
The yeas and nays were asked, and refused. 

And then, by ayes 94, noes 54, the report was 
cancurred in. , 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
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amendments which constitute the fiteenth and sixteenth 
seetions supplementary to the original bill. 

Should these recommendations be adopted, their effect 
will be to retain the first section of the original bill as amend- 


| ed by the House, with the exception of the words above pro 


anendments of the Senate to the bill making ap- | 


propriations for the Indian department for the fis- 
Py veut ending the 30th June, 1847; and the action 
the Committee of the Whole thereon was stated, 
when— 


The said amendments were fully explained by 
Mr, McK AY, the chairman of the Committee of | 


Ways and Means. 
Remarks, suggestions, and explanations were 


sso made in relation to them by Messrs. VANCE, | 


sT. JOHN, HOUSTON, of Alabama, and CRO- 
ZJER. 
. And pending the subject— 


The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
WepneEspay, June 17, 1846. 


Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of a com- 
mittee of citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, praying an 
appropriation for the completion of the marine 


hospitals in the West; which was read and refer- | 


red to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. THOMAS CLAYTON presented a docu- 
ment relating to the petition of Daniel Homans; 
which, with the papers on file, was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. CASS powene proceedings of a meeting 
of citizens of 





etroit, Michigan, approving of the | 


measures adopted for carrying on the war against | 


Mexico, and pledging their support to the Govern- 
mentin any collision which may occur with anoth- | 


ernation; which was printed and laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. C. also presented the memorial of J. Van- 
derlyn, and other citizens of the United States 


now in Paris, praying Congress to purchase Cat- | 
lin’s collection of Indian Portraits, &c.; which | 


was referred to the Committee on the Library. 


Mr. WESTCOTT presented a petition of Kings- | 
ley B. Gibbs, executor of Zephaniah Kingsley, | 


deceased, praying payment of the interest award- 
ed bya judgment of the supreme court of East 
Florida, under the treaty of 1819 with Spain; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- || 


mitteeon Pensions, submitted an adverse report 


won the petition of Abigail Edgerly; which was | 


ordered to be printed. 


Mr. J., also, from the same committee, submit- | 
ted an adverse report upon the petition of Polly | 


Biggs; which was ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. GREENE, from the Committee on Revo- 
luionary Claims, submitted an adverse report 
upon the petition of William Bryant; which was 
ordered to be printed. 


APPOINTMENT OF MILITIA OFFICERS. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee of Conference on | 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill | 
supplemental to an act for the prosecution of the | 
fxisting war with Mexico, made the following re- | 


port: 


The Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate 


on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses of Congress on | 
‘ve bill entitled “An act supplemental to an act entitled ‘An | 
it providing for the prosecution of the existing war be- | 


‘ween the United States and the Republic of Mexico, and 

*r other purposes,’ *? respectfully report : 

That they have met the conferees on the part of the 
House of Representatives, and after free and full confer- 
*nce upon the subject of said disagreeing votes, the joint 
‘owerees have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, 
48 follows : 

That the amendment of the House to the first section of 
“te Original bill, providing for the reduction of the number 


“several officers “‘when the war with Mexico shall termi- | 


“ate.” be amended, by striking out, and substituting for the 
‘ed by a definite treaty of peace duly concluded and ratified,”” 
“ad that the Senate recede from its disagreement to the 
‘mendment thus amended, 


‘at the House of Representatives recede from its dis- 


inate”’ the following words, viz: “be termina- | 








| were indispensable. 


| gion by the committee. 


posed to be substituted for the word “terminate,” and to 
strike out the sections numbered fifteen and sixteen supple- 
mentary to the bill as passed by the Senate. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr., 
Committee on the part of the Senate. 
HUGH A. HARALSON, 
H. WHITE, 
Oommittee on the part of the House. 
Mr. MANGUM stated that, as a member of the 
committee, he had disagreed, out and out, to one of 


the amendments; he therefore moved that it be laid 


| on the table until to-morrow, to give Senators an 


opportunity further to examine the subject. It 
involved a great fundamental principle, and was 
altogether too important a question to be hastily 
decided. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said there were, in his 
opinion, insuperable objections to the bill in the 
shape in which it was now recommended to be 
passed. He indicated, as one of its objectionable 


| features, though he believed it arose from inadver- 


tence rather than design, that as the bill now stood 


| the President was directed to select and appoint 
| Surgeons and assistant surgeons for all the regi- 


ments called into service, these officers having been 
in the meantime appointed by the State authori- 
ties, under the impression that it wasa matter which 
appertained to the States where the troops were 
raised to grant commissions to such officers. He 
had received letters from officers who had been 
thus appointed, and had gone out with the army, 
expressing anxiety about theircommissions. Why 
should Congress desire to take away from the State 
authorities the appointment of surgeons and assist- 
ant surgeons ? hat a curious compound would 
be 


Federal and partly by State authority. 


resented by these troops, officered partly by | 
here || 


GLOBE. 


| agreement to the vote of the Senate disagreeing with the 
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permitted to pass in a shape so utterly devoid of 
principle or propriety. This section, they were 
told, was expected to be inoperative. Was it in- 
tended to hold out the idea to the fifty thousand 
volunteers that they were to be commanded by 
their own officers, and afterwards that such expec- 
tation should be defeated ? 

Mr. DIX remarked that he did not say that it 
was intended to be inoperative, but that he pre- 
sumed it would be. 

Mr. CRIT'TENDEN said he thought the gen- 
tleman had no right to complain if he should say 
that it was intended to be operative; that it was 
intended to be what it was, and what it undoubt- 
ly would be; that it was intended to take from the 
States the power of designating their militia officers. 
Under the operation of our Constitution all militia 
officers were to be appointed by the States; but 
this bill, in direct violation of it, authorized the 
President of the United States to make the ap- 
pointments. Nothing could be more obviously 
and directly in the teeth of the Constitution. And 
it was not only a constitutional but a great popular 
question. He was not willing to be instrumental 
in taking from the States any of their rights and 
privileges, 

Mr. BENTON expressed his decided dissatis- 
faction with the section of the bill relating to the 
appointment of the officers of the various regi- 
ments of volunteers by the President. They would 
thus have volunteers for a year’s service und gen- 
eral officers to command them for three months. 
He suggested that the shortest way to remedy the 


' difficulty would be to adopt the recommendation 


of the Senator from Kentucky, and draw a bill of 
three lines to repeal the section. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, Mr. ATCHISON, Mr. 
MILLER, Mr. SIMMONS, Mr. WESTCOTT, 


| Mr. MOREHEAD, and Mr. JARNAGIN, made 


would be an incongruity highly discreditable in || 


such a course of proceeding. The act to which 
this was intended as a supplement authorized the 


acceptance of the services of volunteers fora period | 


of twelve months. This bill authorized the Presi- 
dent, in his discretion, to appoint from the militia 


not be commanded or exacted for more than three 
months. It was wholly incongruous, inapplicable, 
and inappropriate, calculated only to produce con- 
fusion in the service. 
bill should be put into a proper state, so as to effect 
all the good that was proposed to be attained by 
it, and that in a legitimate and appropriate man- 
ner. He trusted that the Senate would dissent 


from the report of the Committee of Conference, | 


and that the subject would be postponed until to- 
morrow; and he would take upon himself, if some 
one more competent did not do so, to prepare a 
bill which should be free from the objections which 
he had mentioned. He moved its peeeennsent. 


| or otherwise, general officers whose service could | 


He was anxious that the 


Mr. DIX said this bill had been before the Sen- | 
ate for a month, and it was highly important that 
it should be speedily passed, inasmuch as it pro- || 


vided for the appointment of officers whose services 


Great embarrassment had | 


already been experienced for want of the assist- | 


ance of these officers. In regard to the second 


this had been the subject of considerable discus- 


committee entirely approved of that provision, but 
it was understood that it would be inoperative. It 
was not, however, under the control of the com- 
mittee; they had only to treat with those portions 
of the bill upon which the votes had disagreed. 
With regard to the appointment of surgeons, to 


| section of the bill, which authorized the President | 
| to call into service general officers from the militia, || 


He believed none of the |; 


which the honorable Senator from Kentucky had | 


alluded, it was to be remembered that those ap- It 


pointments came under the provision which re- 
quired the concurrence of the Senate. The report 


of the committee of conference had been accepted | 


by the other House, and they had receded from 
every vote of disagreement, with the single excep- 


tion of the first proviso; and all they asked of the | 


Senate was, that they would reeede from the po- 


sition they took with respect to that proviso. He || 
hoped the Senate would adopt the report of the | 


a few remarks on the question. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that it did appear to him 
that there were constitutional objections against 
giving the power to the President. So a majority 
of the Senate had already decided. At the same 
time, it was highly desirable that there should be 
no unnecessary delay. ‘The great question seemed 


| to be how the difficulty could be best got rid of. 


It did appear to him, and so he hoped it would 
also appear in the judgment of a majority of the 
Senate, that the most advisable mode of proce- 


| dure would be to lay the report on the table, and 


frame another bill avoiding the objections raised 


| against this bill, retaining all that was proper and 


rejecting all that was unconstitutional. He pre- 


| sumed that such a bill could be passed through the 


Senate in aday, and he took it for granted that 
there would be no delay in the other House. He 
should be very glad if, by common consent, the 
only proper mode were adopted. He was entirely 
opposed to enacting unconstitutional provisions, 
even if immediately repealed. They should be 
careful to guard against any infringement of the 
great charter of their liberty. It was safe in 
common times. It was in times like the present 
that there was danger of establishing bad prece- 
dents. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
motion to postpone, the question was then taken 
and decided in the negative: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Thoinas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, 


| Greene, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Mary- 


land, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead 
Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Simmons, Upham, Webster, an 


W oodbridge—25. 


| Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—28. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, C 
quitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairneld, Hannegan, Haywood, Jen- 
ness, McDuffie, Niies, Pennybacker, Semple, Sevier, 


The. question then being on concurring in the 
report, the yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, were as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, 


| Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairficid, Han- 


negan, Haywood, Houston, Jenness, Johnson of Maryland, 
Niles, Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Stur- 


| geon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—32. 


committee, and that the bill would pass without | 


any further delay. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said he would much rather | 
there should be delay than that the bill should be | 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Thomas Clayton, Cm 
win, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hunting- 
ton, Johnson ot Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead 
Pearce, Phelps, Upham, Webster, and Woodbridge—i9. 

So the report was concurred in, 


RETROCESSION OF ALEXANDRIA. 


Mr. HAY WOOD, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported the bill for the re- 





986 | 


trocession of the city and county of Alexandria, | 
with a recommendation that it be rejected. 


PAY OF SOLDIERS IN THE ARMY. 


Mr. BRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 
introduce a bill to increase the pay of privates in 
the army of the United States to ten dollars per 
month during the Mexican war. 

[A message was received from the President of 
the United States, informing the Senate that he had 
signed and approved the “ act making alterations 
in the pay department of the army.’’ A message 
in writing was also received. | 


SPECIAL ORDER. 
The Senate then passed to the special order, 
being the unfinished business of yesterday, the 


- . ‘ * ‘ ° 
elecuion ofa chairman of the Committee on I oreign 
Relations. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 17, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 


| proved. : ; 
The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- | 


Six ballotings had already taken place on yes- 


terday; and, before proceeding to the seventh bal- 
lot to day, 

Mr. ARCHER rose and tendered his grateful 
acknowledgments to those who had given their 
votes yesterday in favor of his appointment as 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
He observed that he was not one of those who 
thought that the chairman of that committee ought 
t» be the mere organ of the Executive in that body; 
on the contrary, he thought he ought to be the 
organ of the body itself, or of the committee over 
which it was his duty to preside. And he was 
further of opinion that, when any gentleman was 
put into that office by a mixed vote, he ought not 
to be satisfied to assume the discharge of the duties 
appertaining to itunless called on by a decided ma- 
jority of the Senate. 
given yesterday that this would not be his case, 
he desired that his name might be omitted in the 
vote about to be given. 

The Senate then resumed the balloting. 

Seventh ballot—Number of votes 5]; necessary 
to a choice 26.—Mr. Sevier 19, Mr. Webster 18, 
Mr. McDuffie 5, Mr Benton 3, Mr. Crittenden 2, 


Finding by the vote that was | 


Mr. Lewis 1, Mr. Colquitt 1, Mr. Clayton 1, | 


Mr. Bagby l. 

Eighth ballot—Number of votes 52; necessary 
to a choice 27.—Mr. Sevier 22, Mr. Webster 20, 
Mr. MecDuitie 5, Mr. Benton 2, Mr. Crittenden 2, 
Mr. Bagby 1. 

«Vinth ballot—Number of votes 52; necessary to 
a choice 27.—Mr. Sevier 20, Mr. Webster 20, Mr. 
MecDutiie 10, Mr. Benton 1, Mr. Crittenden 1. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said, he was unwil- 
ling to be the occasion of preventing the choice of 


a chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations | 
by permitting his own name to be used for that | 


office any longer than was necessary to obtain a 
fair expression of the wishes of the Senate. There 
seemed to be some diversity of opinion, and he was 
not for continuing that diversity; he begged, there- 
fore, that he might be omitted. 

Mr. LEWIS moved to postpone all further bal- 
loting until one o’clock to-morrow; which was 
rejected, 

Tenth ballot—Whole number of votes 49; ne- 


Messrs. Gideon. 


|| 


cessary to a chice 25.—Mr. Sevier 22, Mr. Me- | 


Duffie 15, Mr. Crittenden 6, Mr. Benton 2, Mr. 
Calhoun 1, Mr. Davis 1, Mr. Corwin 1, Mr. Han- 
negan |]. 

Eleventh ballot—W hole number of votes 53; ne- 
cessary to a choice 27.—Mr. Sevier 19, Mr. Mc- 
Duffie 23, Mr. Crittenden 5, Mr. Dix 1, Mr. Rusk 
1, Mr. Davis 2, Mr. Evans 2, and 1 blank. 

After the announcement of this ballot, Mr. SE- 
VIER requested that his name should be with- 
drawn. 

Twelfth ballot—Wohole number of votes 50; ne- 


cessary to a choice 26.—Mr. McDuffie 25, Mr. | 


Sevier 6, Mr. Calhoun 4, Mr. Niles 2, Mr. Rusk 
1, Mr. Bagby 1, Mr. Benton 2, Mr, Cameron 1, 
Mr. Colquitt 2, Mr, Davis 3, Mr. Crittenden 3. 

Thirteenth ballot—Whole number of votes 53; 
necessary to a choice 27,—Mr. McDuffie 31, Mr. 
Calhoun 3, Mr. Sevier 3, Mr. Fairfield 1, Mr. 
Turney 1, Mr. Bagby 1, Mr. Colquitt 2, Mr. Rusk 
1, Mr, Johnson of Maryland 1, Mr. Davis 2, Mr. 
Benton 1, Mr. Dix 1, Mr. Crittenden 3, Mr. Niles 3. 

So Mr. MeDurrig, having received a majority 
of all the votes, was declared duly elected chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, the Senate 
then went into Executive session; and, after some 
time spent therein, adjourned. 


ness to be the report of the select committee in re- | : 
¥ | question, but there was no second. 


lation to the tenth volume of the laws. 
MONUMENT TO GENERAL WARREN. 


| 


} 


Mr. DANIEL P. KING moved (this being the | 


anniversary of the battle of Bunker Hill) that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, for the purpose of ta- 


king up the bill to erect a monument to General | 


Warren. 
The House refused to go into committee. 


Mr. ‘'HOMAS B. KLNG asked leave to intro- 


duce the following resoluuon: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, directed to report to this House 
the particulars and the result of the experiments 
with the revenue cutters Spencer and McLane, 
recently made under the superintendence of officers 


appointed by him and by the Secretary of the | 


Navy, for the purpose of testing the comparative 
merits and speed of propellers and paddle-wheels 
applied to ocean steamers; and the Secretary of 
the Navy is hereby directed to furnish to the Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury the reports of the officers 
detailed to this duty by him. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. K. moved a suspension of the rules, 

But the House rejected the motion. 

So the resolution was not received. 

On mouon of Mr. HENLEY, (submitted on 


leave,) the bill for the relief of Benjamin ‘Tatham, | 
junior, Henry B. Tatham, and G. N. ‘Tatham, was 


recommitted to the Committee on Patents. 


On motion of Mr. GORDON, the House re- | 


sumed the consideration of the following resolution, 


heretofore reported from the select committee on | 


this subject: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause to | 


be distributed the tenth volume of the Laws of the 
United States, in the same manner as the eighth 
and ninth volumes were distributed. 


The pending question being on the amendment | 
providing that none of said volumes should be de- | 


livered to members of Congress. 


Mr. GORDON demanded the previous question; |, 


which was seconded. 

‘The main question was ordered, and, being taken, 
the question was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the substitute 


heretofore oflered, providing that the Clerk be in- | 


structed to return the sixteen hundred copies to 
Rejected. 
And the resolution, as amended, was rejected. 


The SPEAKER announced the business first in 
order, to be the call of the committees for reports. 


THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. McKAY, the rules were sus- 


pended, and the House resumed the consideration | 
of the amendments to the bill making appropria- | 


tons for the current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian Department. 
A desultory and explanatory discussion upon 


these amendments was participated in by Messrs. || 


McKAY, GRAHAM, and JACOB THOMP- | 


SON. 

The Senate (amongst others) had proposed the 
following amendment: 

‘“* For the balance due the Wyandotts on the val- 
uation of their improvements on the lands in Ohio 
and Michigan, ceded by the Wyandotts to the 
United States, according to the appraisement made 
by Messrs. H. Kirby and John Walker, pursuant 


| to the fifth article of the treaty made between the 


United States and the Wyandotts, at Upper San- | 
dusky, March 17, 1842, the sum of $107, and so | 


much of the act of the 17th of June, 1844, as makes 
an appropriation of $50,000 for the benefit of the 
said tribe of Indians be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed. dd 

To which amendment Mr. TIBBATTS pro- 
posed the following amendment: 

** $57,094 24, in addition to the sums of money 
heretofore appropriated, which are also directed to 


be paid; the previso to the appropriation made at | 


the session of Congress in 1844 to the contrary not- 
withstanding.”’ 
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land and improvements of this tribe, and the o} 
ligation of the treaty binding the United States 4 
stand by the first oo made,) in oat 
Messrs. TIBBATTS, ST. JOHN, CUMMING 
and JACOB THOMPSON participated. 

Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON demanded the 


previous 


The discussion was continued by Messrs, MOR 
RIS, ROOT, (in explanation,) CUMMINS, ani 
BRINKERHOFF, (in explanation. ) = 

[A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of J. 
Knox Walker, Esq., his Private Secretary.) 

Mr. COBB demanded the previous questi 
waived the motion, to enable 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON to offer a proviso that no 
money should be paid to any white man or quarter 
Indian, but should be divided among the Indians: 
which amendment was not in order, = 

The demand for the previous question was then 

| seconded. 
| The main question was ordered, and, bein: 
| taken, - 

The amendment of Mr. Tisparts to the amend- 
ment of the Senate was agreed to. 

And the amendment of the Senate, thus amend- 
ed, was concurred in. 

Mr. J. J. MCDOWELL moved a reconsidera. 
tion of the vote, with a view to make certain ex- 

| planations; which, however, he was precluded 
from making on a decision of the Speaker, that the 
motion to reconsider was not debatable. 
‘he SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the 
| House several bills and messages from the Senate, 
which were appropriately disposed of. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS. 


The amendmendments of the Senate to the bil! 
making appropriation for the Post Office Depart- 
ment for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1847, 
were read and committed. 

And the House forthwith resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Kennepy, of Indiana, in the chair,) and pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the said amendments 

of the Senate. 
| The amendments propose— 

_ Ist. To strike out the item ‘for transportation 
of the mails, $3,075,000, including $25,000 for the 
line of mail steamers from New York to Bremen;” 
and to insert, “‘ for the transportation of the mails, 
| $2,700,000. And the Postmaster General is hereby 
authorized to apply $25,000 of the money appro- 
priated for mail transportation for a line of mail 
steamers from the United States to Bremen. But 
no further sum shall be diverted to any other ob- 
ject than the transportation of the mail within the 

Jnited States.” 
| 2d. An appropriation of $8,500 for publishing a 
new edition of 18,000 copies of the table of post 
offices in the United States, with the laws and reg- 
ulations for the government of the Post Office De- 
partment. 

Mr. McKAY explained the amendments, and 
said the Committee of Ways and Means had deci- 
ded to recommend a concurrence therein. 

They were concurred in. 

And the committee rose and reported accord- 
ingly. ‘ 

And the House then concurred in the said amend- 
ments. 

And so the bill has finally passed both Houses. 

Mr. SAWYER asked leave to report a bill. 

Mr. McKAY proposed that the committees 
should be called for reports. 

Mr. D. P. KING moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the purpose of taking up the bill 
providing for the erection of a monument to Gea- 
eral Warren. ; 

The House refused to go intocommittee. 

Mr. McKAY then submitted his motion (which 
‘| was agreed to) that the committees be called for 
REPORTS. 
| Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Elec- 
| tions, made a report on the memorial of Charles J. 
| Ingersoll and John Taliaferro, recommending the 
adoption of the following resolutions: 
| Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay 
| Charles J. Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania, the — 
|| compensation, per diem, and mileage, that 1s 4 
| lowed to members of Congress, ote the 
|| same from the commencement of the Congress 


on; but 


A discussion followed, (involving the value of the |! up to the 15th January, 1840. 
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“— d, That the Clerk of this House pay to 
Re ieferrO, of Virginia, the same compensa- 
_ per diem, and mileage, that is allowed to mem- 











Her i¢ Congress, computing the per diem from the | 
oer mnencement of the first session of the 12th Con- | 
ee Also, that || 


ogg until the 30th November, 1811. 
Oe eaid Taliaferro a like compensation, per 
jem, and mileage, computing the per diem from 


i.» eammencement of the first session of the 13th | 
- ress to and including the second day of Au- || 


(ong 


oat, 1813, and the like compensation, per diem, 


°{ mileage, computing the per diem from the com- || 


pneement of the second session of the 13th Con- 
veces until the 17th day of February, 1814. 
The resolutions having been read— 


Mr. HAMLIN asked the immediate action of | 


the House = them. 
Mr. HOGE moved that they be laid on the table. 
Mr. HAMLIN asked that the report and reso- 
sions be committed and printed. 
“The question was put on Mr. Hoce’s motion, 
on which a quorum did not vote. 


The question was then taken by yeas and nays, | 


and decided in the affirmative: Yeas 113, nays 39. 


Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Orange 
H. Dibble; which was laid on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, a bill for the re- 
iief of Bernard O'Neil. Read and committed. 
"Mr. HOGE, from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports on the cases of Martha Cannon and 
Andrew H. Patterson. Laid on the table. 
~ Mr. POLLOCK, from the same committee, made 


ajverse reports on the cases of Isaac Cook and | 
Vantyne Gray and others, clerks in the New York || 


cystom-house. Laid on the table. 

Mr. GORDON, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports on the cases of Mrs. Frances 
Moore, widow of John E. Moore; of Armand 


Martin, George McGahen, Hugh K. Meade, James | 


RB. McCutchen, and Catharine E. Moreland; laid 
on the table. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 


referred the bill from the Senate for the relief of 
Mrs. Pike, widow of General Pike, reported the 
same without amendment. It was then committed. 

Mr. LIGON, from the same committee, to 
which was refered the joint resolution from the 
Senate for the relief of Putney & Riddle, reported 
the same withoutamendment. It was committed. 

Mr. DARGAN, from the same committee, re- 


Kennedy, deceased; read and committed. 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
same committee, reported a bill for the relief of 
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|| ees of the late Bank of Alexandria. 








|| remove the land office at Lebanon, in Alabama, 
| from that place to Jacksonville, in said State. 


out so much as relates to the last mentioned bill. 
Mr. McCONNELL very earrestly opposed this 


amendment of the resolution; and it was as ear- | 


_nestly supported by Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Mr. McCLELLAND inquired if the resolution 
| was in order, seeing that the bills had not been dis- 
|| cussed in Committee of the Whole? 

The CHAIR ruled that the resolution was in 
|| order; but gave notice that, as it proposed a change 
| in the order of business, it would require a major- 
ity of two-thirds to pass it. He also said that it 
was not in order to debate it. 
|| Mr. SAWYER moved that the resolution be 
|| laid on the table. Carried. 
|| Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on the 
|, Public Lands, to which was referred the bill from 
| the Senate for the relief of Asenath Canny, re- 
| ported the same without amendment. 
The bill was then read the third time, passed, 
|| and returned to the Senate. 
| Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a jaint resolution for the relief 
| of the children of Stephen Johnson, deceased. 
Read and committed. 
| On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the Committee on 
| the Public Lands was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Erastus Harvey, 
|| and from the petition of citizens of Paulding coun- 
| Fp Dees for a reduction of the price of public 
ands. 

Mr. JOHN G. CHAPMAN, from the Com- 

|| mittee for the District of Columbia, made an adverse 


| lative to the organization of the Levy Court. Laid 
|| On the table. 
Also, reported a bill for the relief of the assign- 


Read and 
| committed. 


Mr. BIGGS, from the Committee on the Judi- 


| for changing the place of holding the middle district 
| court of that State. 


Mr. BUFFINGTON, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill from 





same without amendment. The bill was then com- 
mitted. 





John Pickett and others, and a bill for the relief of | 


Samuel Perry; read and committed, 

Also, from the same committee, adverse reports 
on the cases of Nancy E. Richards and Zachariah 
Walker. 

Mr. LEAKE, from the same committee, made 


son: laid on the table. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, which was instructed to inquire as to 
‘he expediency of a repeal of the act of 1844, for 
uiscontinuing the port of delivery at South Quay, 


in Virginia; also, to which was referred the peti- | 
\ons fora marine hospital at Wilmington, North || 


Carolina, asked to be discharged from the consid- 
tration thereof, 


A'so, from the same committee, reported a bill 


directing the conditional transfer of the stock held | 
oy the United States in the Chesapeake and Dela- | 


ware Canal Company to the said company; read 
and commifted. 
_ Mr. RELFE, from the Committee on the Pub- 
ic Lands, to which was referred the bill from the 
~enate to authorize the justices of the county of 
“tes, in the State of Missouri, to enter a quarter 
“ction of land for a county seat, reported the same 
‘hout amendment, and asked that the bill be 
paced On its third reading and passage. 


‘was read the third time and passed, and re- || 


‘uroed to the Senate. 

.,. 0» from the same committee, to which was 
; “red the bill to provide for the sale of the min- 
™ lands in the State of Michigan and Territory 


ce, sconsin, reported an amendatory bill; which 
*s committed. 


_“t.R. also reported a resolution to discharge the || 


; ee of the Whole from the bill to authorize 
col resident of the United States to remove the 
“nd office from Jackson, in Missouri, to some 


ciary, reported a bill for the relief of the adminis- 
trator of Francis Cazeau, deceased; which was 


|| read and committed. 


} 


| 


| Mr. MILTON BROWN, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of 
| Joseph Edson, late marshal of Vermont; which 


| was read and committed. 
an adverse report on the case of George W. Jack- || 


Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON, from the Committee 


|| on Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill to satisfy 


| the revolutionary land bounty claims of the State 
of Virginia. Read and committed. 

Mr. ST. JOHN, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of the heirs of 
Michael Cryder. Laid on the table. 

Mr. DANIEL P. KING, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the erection of a monu- 


Read and commit- 
ted 
B. Davenport. 


Also, a bill for the relief of Thomas B. Scott, of 
Louisiana. 





These bills were read and committed. 





| Post Office and Post Roads, reported a joint reso- 


| lution for the relief of George R. Smith. Read and | charged from the cases of 


Also, made an adverse report on the case of | Ellis, and Ann Lindsley. 


| committed. 


| William Eaves. Laid on the table. 


| report on the petition of citizens of the District re- | 


Mr. DIXON, from the Committee on the Judi- | 


On motion of Mr. THOMASSON, the Commit- | 


, tee on the Post Office and Post Roads was dis- | 
| charged from the cases of Thomas mares B. F. | 

ij lackman; | . 
| eee Se eae een "+ || cases of John B. Wingerd and James Sloan. Laid 


| and they were laid on the table. : 
Mr. ADAMS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 


tee on Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the | 


| relief of the heirs of John Wall, deceased. Read 
| and committed. 


| ciary, asked to be discharged from the further con- | 
| sideration of the petition of citizens of Alabama, | 


the Senate for the relief of John P. Skinner and the | 
|| legal representatives of Isaac Green, reported the 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua | 


Mr. THOMASSON, from the Committee on the | 


NAL GLOBE. — 


! . ° . : . . } 
|| more central point in said district; and the bill to | 


Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN moved to strike | 
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Mr. MORSE, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of Elizabeth Burriss, her 
heirs or assigns. Read and committed. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Indian 











_ Affairs, made an adverse report on the case of 


George Jackson and others. Laid on the table. 
Also, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Hyacinthe Lassell. Read and committed. 
{r. SAWYER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of John A. Bryan. Read 


| and committed. 


Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, asked to be discharged from the consider- 
ation of the inquiry into the expediency of con- 


| verting a portion of the forts of the United States 


| 


into schools for military instruction. 

Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN, trom the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs, made an adverse report on 
the case of L. P. Cheatham. Laid on the table. 

Mr. BENJAMIN THOMPSON, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, made an adverse report 
on the inquiry into the expediency of constructing 
a depot for the preservation of gunpowder. Laid 
on the table. 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, from the 


_Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the 


_ relief of Joseph Gideon. 


| Commander James Melntosh. 


Also, a bill for the relief 
of David Myrlie. Read and committed. 

Mr. THOMAS BUTLER KING, from the 
same committee, reported a bill for the relief of 
Read and com- 


| mitted, 





ment to the memory of General Herkimer, who | Reynolds. 


|| fell in the revolutionary war. 





Mr. TOOMBS, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James | 


Also, a sign resolution to authorize the settle- 
ment of the accounts of Purser Garret Barry. 


| Read and committed. 


Mr. DARRAGH, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of James Pennoyer 


| Read and committed. 


Mr. D. also reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That five thousand extra copies of the 


| report of the Committee on Naval Affairs, on the 


subject of iron war steamers, be printed for the use 
of the House. 

The resolution was laid over under the rule. 

Mr. WOOD, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported sundry bills, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth M. Adams. 

A bill for the relief of Captain Thomas M. 
Newell. 

A bill for the relief of Henry La Reintrie. 

These bills were read and committed. 

Mr. W. also made adverse reports on the cases 
of Susan Langreen, Charles Smith, Joshua Par- 
ker, Mary Jackson widow of Thomas Jackson, 
Mary D. Wade widow of Lieutenant Wade, 
George A. De Russy, and Gaetano Carusi. The 
reports were laid on the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, to which was referred the 


| bill from the Senate for granting a pension to John 


Keith, of New York, reported the same with an 
amendment; which was adopted, and the bill was 
committed. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the same committee, 


‘| made an adverse report on the cases of Mary 


Crysal and Matthew Tarker or Parker. Laid on 
the table. 

Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Harvey 
ead and committed. 

Mr. GORDON, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report on the case of Hugh K. 
Meade. Laid on the table. 

Mr. PARRISH, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported four bills, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Edith Ramey. 

A bill for the relief of Ann Clayton. 

A bill for the relief of James Green. 

A bill for the relief of Catharine Stevenson. 

Which bills were read and committed. 

Mr. P. also asked that the committee be dis- 
uire Ferris, Elizabeth 

id on the table. 

Mr. GOODYEAR, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a 
pension to Silas Chatfield. Read and committed. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee of Claims, made adverse reports on the 


on the table. 


Mr. MARSH, from the Committee on Patents, 


reported a bill for the relief of Thomas Blanchard 
Read and committed. 
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THE HON. DANIEL WEBSTER. 


Mr. SEABORN JONES, from the select com- 
mittee appointed to inquire into the truth of certain 
charges made by the Hon. Cuarces J. Incersoiy 
against the Hen. Danren Wesster, reported the 
following resolution: 

Whereas a part of the testimony relative to the 
charge made by the Hon. Cuarzres J. Incersour 
against the Hon. Danie, Wessren, of using a 
part of the foreign intercouse fund to corrupt the 
party pres. has, by order of the House, been 
printec as a part of t 1€ minority report: 

Resolved, That all the testimony relative to that 
charge be printed. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to amend by striking 
out the preamble. 

Mr. VINTON suggested to Mr. Jones that there 
should be added to the resolution the words ‘‘ with 
the report of the majority of the committee.” 

Mr. JONES said these words ought to forma 


part of the resolution. ‘They had been directed by | 


the committee, and were omitted by him in writing 
out or copying. shee ; 

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hopkins officiating) said, 
as ihe resolution was the act of a committee, it 
could not be changed by the reporter, 

Mr. JONES said the words proposed to be added 
had been ordered by the committee, but were omit- 
ted by him by accident or inadvertence. 

The SPEAKER would not allow them to be 
added. 


Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN inquired if the | 


committee was in existence, and could make a re- 
port? It had heretofore reported, and reported in 
full, as he understood; and, according to the par- 
liamentary usage, from that moment was dissolved. 


Mr. VINTON said the committee did not con- | 


sider itself dissolved. It had asked in its report 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject upon which it was appointed to inquire. 


The House did not agree to the report, had not | 


granted the request of the committee, but had laid 


its report on the table, leaving the committee in | 


existence. 


The SPEAKER ruled that the committee had a | 


right to report the resolution. 

Mr. J. DAVIS opposed the resolution of Mr. 
Dnromeooce to strike out the preamble. 

The question was put on Mr. Dromcooie’s 
motion, and it was lost without a count. 

Mr. VINTON then moved to add to the resolu- 
tion the words ** with the majority report.”’ This 
was agreed to. 

And the resolution was then adopted. 


THE CONSULAR SYSTEM. 
Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL, from the select com- 


mittee appointed on the subject on the 12th of | 
March last, reported a bill for the revision of the | 


consular system of the United States. 
committed. 

The following message, heretofore received from 
the President, was read: 
T's the House of Represent tives of the United States: 

I communicate, herewith, a report from the Secretary of 
the Navy, accompanied with the correspondence called for 


Read and 


by the reeolution of the House of Representatives of the 4th 
of May last, between Commander G. J. Pendergrast and the 


Government ou the Rio de la Plata, and the foreign naval 
commanders and the United States Minister at Buenos 
Ayres and the Navy Department, whilst or since said Pen- 
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'| the war with Mexico, and encouraging the people to unite | 


| in the service of their country. 


By Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL: The memorial of the trus- 
tees of Columbia College, in the city of New York, praying 
that there may be no abridgement of those provisions of the 
revenue laws of the United States, by virtue of which books 


| maps, and other scientific and other literary apparatus and 


objects, have, for the last thirty years, been admitted free of 
duty, when imported for the use of philosophical or literary 


societies, or of any college, academy, school, or seminary of | 


learning in the United States. 
By Mr. COCKE: The petition of Robert Hooke and 27 


| others, citizens of Blount county, Tennessee, who were 


| engaged, in the years 1788 and 1789, in repelling the en- | 


croachments of the Creek and Cherokee Indians upon the 
eariy settlers of said county, praying Congress to grant some 
comp neation to those engaged in said service: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON: The petition of John 
Scaif: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


By Mr. W. G. BROWN: The petition of John Sparks, a | 


soldier of the war of 1212, for a pension. 

By Mr. SEAMAN: The petition of H. G. Kortright, for 
himself and others, for French spoliations: referred tu the 
Committee on Foreign Aflairs. 

By Mr. GARVIN: The petition of 66 citizens of Mercer 
county, Pennsylvania, praying thata post-road be established 


between Mercer and West Middlesex, in said county: re- | 


terred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petition of 47 citizens 


of Ashland county, State of Ohio, for a post route from | 


Loudenville to Ashland, in said State: which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, June 18, 1846. 


Mr. SPEIGHT presented the petition of citizens | 
of Natchez, asking the erection of a marine hos- | 


pital at that place; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the House bill to es- 


tablish an additional land office in Lowa, reported | 


it with amendments. 


Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post | 


Office and Post Roads, reported an act in amend- 
ment of an act entitled ‘* An act to reduce the rates 


of postage, limit the use, and correct the abuse of | 
_ the franking privilege, and for the prevention of | 


frauds in the Post Office Department;” which was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 


Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs, reported the joint resolution tender- | 


ing the thanks of Congress to General Taylor, 
and for other purposes, with an amendment. 


The Indian appropriation bill sent back from the | 


House yesterday was taken up, and referred to 


| the Committee on Finance. 


| The Senate considered the report of the Com- | 
| mittee on Indian Affairs, asking to be discharged | 
| from the further consideration of the case of Cap- | 


| tain John Clitz. 


Mr. ATCHISON moved to lay the subject on | 


the table; which motion was agreed to. 
The Senate also considered the adverse report 


of the Committee on Commerce, in relation to Put- | 


/nam’s plough dredger; which, 


dergrast was in command of the United States ship Boston || 


in the Rio de la Plata, touching said service. 


JAMES K. POLK. 
Washinton, June 17, 1846. 


‘The message was laid on the table. 


LAKE SUPERIOR MINES. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 


munication from the Secretary of War, accompa- 
nied by a report from A. B. Gray, upon the subject 
of the mineral lands on Lake Superior, received 
since January 1, 1846; as also a report from the 
Ordnance Bureau on the same subject. Laid on 
the table. 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS. 


The following petitions and memorials were | 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- | 


priate committees: 


By Mr. DOBBIN: The proceedings of a large and patri- 
otic meeting-in Ralaigh, N. C., without distinction of party, 
Hon. James Lredell presiding, and James T. Marriott, Esq., 


table. 
THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. BREESE moved that the prior orders of the 


day be pormapenes in order to take up the bill to 
graduate and reduce the price of the public lands; 


upon which motion he asked the yeas and nays; | 


which were ordered. 


The yeas and nays being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows. 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- | 


by, Benton, Breese, Cass, Chalmers, Dickinson, Dix, Fair- 

field, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, M 

Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—23. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, T. 


Clayton, Jot M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Evans, | 
Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johuson of Maryland, John- | 


son of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, 
Simmons, and Upham—22. 

So the motion to take up was agreed to. 

The bill was considered in Committee of the 
Whole, and, after the adoption of sundry amend- 


ments moved by Mr. Breese, from the Commit- || 


| tee on Public Lands, 


‘acting @ secretary, approving of the act of Congress appro- || 
priating tea millions of dollars and authorizing the President 
to aceept fifty thousand volunteers for the prosecution of || 


Mr. DAYTON submitted an amendment, with 
a view to test the principle, striking out that por- 
tion of the bill which provides that all lands which 
shall have been in the market above forty years 
shall be ceded to the States in which they lie. 

The further consideration of the bill was then 
postponed until to-morrow. 


SECRET SESSION. 
The resolution offered a few days ago by Mr. 


On motion of Mr. BAGBY, was laid upon the | 


cDuffie, Pennybacker, | 


| Auten for rescinding the fortieth rule, whic] 
|| quires the Senate to close its doors while el 
| ing Executive business, coming up in its orde; ¢,. 
| consideration— - 
| Mr. ALLEN rose and said it was unnecessary 
| to enter into a discussion of this resolution: j was 
| a matter which was perfectly familiar to the mj... 
of Senators, and could not be made more famili. 
by discussion. Ona former occasion, indeed ... 
several previous occasions, he had submitied res,. 
lutions of this description, with the exception p 
the omission of the last clause. The former reso. 
lutions embraced all the business of the Sena: 
except the ratification of treaties; the present oy 
/ embraced all business including treaties, Up,,, 
offering the former resolutions, he had had the 
honor to be supported, he believed, by a grea =~ 


mu dy 


s 


| * g { pro- 
portion of the party with whom he acted. He had 
embraced in this resolution the action of the Sey. 


ate on treaties as well as on other questions, be. 
cause the experience which they had had in these 
matters clearly showed that to proceed to the dis. 
cussion of treaties with closed doors was a mere 
sham—that it amounted to nothing; that every. 
thing relating to treaties, when they were of jz. 
portance enough to attract attention, was known 
| Just as well when the doors were shut as when 
| they were open. 

In Executive session, a day or two since, he had 
had occasion to refer to some newspaper publica. 
tions relating to the matter under consideration. 
He would not say how truly the statements of the 
newspapers conformed to the matter before the 
| Senate, because it would be a betrayal of the se. 

crets of the Senate; but he would say that whilst 
these rumors were allowed to go abroad uncontra- 
dicted in regard to the votes and final action of the 
Senate, as well as to the subject matter upon which 
| they were acting, great injustice vedd continue 
'| to be done to the Senate and to individual mem- 
bers of the body. He wished that he were at 
liberty to point out wherein the matter to which 
he referred differed from the report of it which had 
| gone abroad. He desired that the whole matter 
might be speedily communicated to the public, be- 
cause not only the distant newspapers, but the news- 
papers in this city, had given by implication their 
version of the treaty; and this being done by the 
great leading rete gare of this city without con- 
tradiction, it would of course go abroad as a thing 
acquiesced in by the Senate, and consequently 
true. Both the papers of this city had given, by 
implication, their version of the treaty, by pub: 
lishing extracts from other journals, thus giving a 
sanction to their correctness. If this practice were 
| to be persevered in, and the newspapers each morn- 
ing laid upon the tables of Senators with errone- 
ous accounts which they were not at liberty to 
correct of what was transacted in secret session, 
where was the propriety of keeping the doors 
closed at all? hat good end would they attain 
by it? None. What bad ends might not be ef- 
fected by it? Many. Senators might be injured 
| by the public mind becoming predccupied with 
error, with erroneous notions and opinions in re- 
gard to the state of the public business—that busi- 
ness being sealed from the public eye by the vol- 
untary will of the Senate itself There was ove 
truth which it would be sufficient for his purpose 
at present to advert to; and it was, that the prac- 
tice of transacting business of great public concer 
in this way was out of proportion, out of symme- 
try, with the whole body of our institutions. It 
was entirely anti-republican, anti-democratic, and 
contrary to the spirit of the times; gontrary \ 
the universal craving of the people—and a just and 
wholesome craving it was on their part—to know 
the whole of the acts of their representatives; and 
not orily to know them after they were done, but 
while in the act of being done. It was true, it had 
| been said on some occasion that when a thing was 
| done everybody must remain silent and acquiesce 
in it, because it was done, no matter how unjust 
| or odious it might be to the people, nor how gree 
|| a sacrifice it might be to the nation. But this wes 
‘| a principle which did ‘not belong to our instit 
|| tions, nor indeed to any European institutions 
|| south of Russia, or west of Constantinople. Here 
|| political questions were never done; they Wé® 
subject to revision, and it was that which const 
tuted the foundation of popular liberty. If they 
were to go upon the supposition that because * 











act was done, therefore it must be submitted 0s 
they might say that the tariff was a thing don® 
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Detroit Was surrendered b 
"ht to be acquiesced in. 
i would be adopted. He was aware that the | 
ene upon which Senators acted in this matter } 
er nerally were that the public interest might || 
Oder if the business were isclosed; but all expe- | 
Oa showed that the ground upon which that || 
rpeiple was founded had been taken away. All | 
P perience showed that everything that was done 
in secret session Was spread abroad next day, dis- || 
‘orted and erroneously stated. 
He demanded the yeas and nays; and, being 
taken, they resulted as follows: 
" yEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Breese, Dick- 
con, Fairfield, Hannegan, Jenness, Niles, Semple, Stur- 
ae Tarney, and Westeott.—13. 
ON AYS—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, 
Berrien Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Thomas Clay- 
“ John M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Dix, Evans, 
eons Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Mary- 
tend, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, McDuffie, Mangum, | 
ylier, Morehead, Pearce, Pennybacker, Phelps, Rusk, | 
Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Upham, Webster, and Yulee—38. |, 


THE WAREHOUSE BILL. 


Mr. DIX moved the Senate to take up for con- || 
sideration the warehouse bill; which was not 
agreed to. 

“on motion of Mr. ARCHER, the Senate then 
went into Executive session, and after some time 
spent therein the doors were opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


to 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, June 18, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read in part, and 
(the further reading having, on motion of Mr. G. 
W. JONES, been dispensed with) was approved. 

Mr. GORDON gave notice of a motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution hereto- 
fore reported from the select committee on the sub- 
ect of the distribution of the tenth volume of the 
laws of the United States was rejected. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


1 


Personal explanations, growing out of the speech || 
of Mr. Yancey, published in the Union of the 17th || 
instant, were made (on leave) by Messrs. STE- || 
PHENS, YANCEY, J. J. McDOWELL, and 
COBB. 

Mr. STEPHENS, in the course of his remarks, 
made a correction relative to the following portion 
of the report in the Union of June 16: 

“Mr. Leake (continuing) said he thought, when the gen- | 
tleman announced that the boundary ought to have been, 
orto beat the Rio Grande, and that it could be, or could | 
have been, obtained by negotiation, that he announced the |! 
proposition that Texas rightfully extended to that river; for || 
he could not have thought that the Mexicans would have 
quietly, tamely submitted, by negotiation, to give up that 


portion of territory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, || 
iit belonged to them. | 


“Mr. Srepnens, (in his seat.) ‘I do not.’ ” 

It should be corrected (he said) by omitting the 
word “ not’? in the latter portion of the extract, so 
as to read— 

“Mr. Srepuens, (in his seat.) ‘Ido.’ ” 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the House resolve || 
uself into Committee of the Whole on the state of |) 
the Union, [the explanations not being yet closed.} || 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; || 
and, being taken, were—yeas 37, nays 122. 

So the House refused to go into committee. 

The explanations were concluded. 


THE TARIFF. 


On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, submitted by || 
min the temporary absence (he said) of the chair- || 
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j therefore not to be touched, or that because | abled them to report the necessary amendments. ] 
an Hull, therefore it || I trust the committee will indulge me for adverting 
e hoped the resolu- || to those circumstances which are an inducement to 
provide revenue for carrying on the war in which 
we are now engaged, and in pointing out those pro- 
visions which the committee propose to make in 
view of the emergency in which we are now placed. 
The bill, as originally reported, was a peace meas- 
ure; circumstances, known throughout the com- 
enter and not necessary for me to detail at this 
ave placed us in a different situation from | 
that in which we were when the bill was originally 
reported. Weare inastate of war, and it becomes 
necessary for us—as every prudent nation should 
do—to provide the sinews of war—the money 
necessary to enable us to carry on that war vigor- 
ously and effectively. 
now into the justice of this war. 
committee to determine whether it be a war of ag- 
| gression or defence, but I hope I may be indulged 
in a few remarks in answer to the remarks of my 
colleague, [Mr. Srernens.]} 
misrepresent that gentleman; I state his position 
as I understand it, and I believe fairly. | 
derstood the gentleman aright, his position was | 
this: that as we were at war, he was willing toaid | 
in the prosecution of that war, he would throw no 
difficulties in the way; but he intended to assail the 
Administration for bringing on this war; and, in 
the course of his remarks, i 
admission was made by him, for the correctness of || 
the conclusions he sought to deduce. 
President had no right to know where the western 
line of the United States is; that it is an open 
Hine 
Mr. STEPHENS explained that he had not said || 





time, 


** ought to be the line?’ 
of Texas, by the history of Mexico, and the his- 
tory of the war between these two nations, and the || 
results of that war; surely, by the declaration of || 
Texas in her constitution, that her boundary ex- | 
tends to the Rio Grande; surely, by the extension 
of her laws over the whole territory to the Rio 
Grande. These were the reasons, I presume, which 
brought the gentleman to the conclusion that the 
Rio Grande ‘ ought to be the line.”” Then, surely, 
the gentleman will excuse the President for com- 
| ing to the same conclusion with himself. Surely, 
| the President, who is placed in a situation where 
| he is bound to know the western boundary of the 
United States, does know the line. 
his official duty. 








I will not stop to inquire 
I will not ask the 


I do not intend to 


f L un- 


think an unfortunate 


He said the 


that the President had no right to know, but he | 
contended it was an Ag line, as it was. 


Well (continued 


It is a part of 


Mr. STEPHENS interposed, and said those 


were not the reasons which brought him to that 
conclusion. 
be the boundary because it was a large river and 
a natural boundary. 

Mr. JONES (continuing) said the gentleman | 
was too good a lawyer to believe that that was a | 
| legal reason. 
Mr. STEPHENS in his seat: ‘1 did not say it 

| asa lawyer.”’ 


He thought the Rio Grande ought to 


Mr. J. continuing. What ‘‘ ought to be the 


line’ is the line which justice demands: not be- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. || cause it is a large river or a small one—because it 


McKay,] 
ofthe Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 


the House resolved itself into Committee || is an arid desert or a fertile plain, and therefore it | 
| may be considered a natural boundary; but what | 


-08B, of Georgia, in the chair,) and resumed the || justice and right require to be the line is what it 


‘onsideration of the bill reducing the duty on im- || 
por's, and for other purposes. 


‘ented by Mr. HunGerrorp. 
_ Mr. SEABORN JONES said he rose to address 


** ought to be.”’ 
| Frozen ocean for our northern line; but does that 
€ pending question was on the substitute pre- | furnish us a good excuse for seizing all the inter- | 
| vening Sones in violation of the rights of other 
nations? 


Perhaps we ought to have the 


Perhaps we ought to go south to the 


the committee, in consequence of the indisposition | Isthmus of Panama, because the whole continent 
oi the chairman of the Committee of Ways and |) ought to be ours; but is that a justification for our 


Means, [Mr, McKay,] to explain the provisions 


going forward, and taking possession of this whole | 


of the bill before the committee, and to call the at- || territory, without regard to the rights of other na- 
eotion of the oumry to the policy indicated in it | tions? I say the gentleman must have recurred to 


a3 the policy of the 


dministration in the present 
posture of our affairs. 


¢ Committee of Ways and Means to have en- 





that he ought to excuse the P 
to the same conclusion with himself. 


history to have known what ‘ ought to be’’ the | 
The recent estimates of the || line, speaking in his engeetey as legislator, and 
ty of the Treasury have not been before | re 

ii 


sident for coming 


OBE. 


|| at negotiation? 
| ister would be received to settle our difficulties with 
Mexico, we were informed by her that he would 
be. A minister was sent there, and they being on 
| the eve of a revolution, the acceptance or acknowl- 
edgment of him as a minister is declined upon a 
| mere quibble. 
place; and after time had elapsed for quieting a lit- 
|| tle the excitement consequent upon it, application 
was made to the new Government, and he was re- 
|| jected—rejected with insult. Now, when we couple 
that with the fact that Mexico had previous to that 
|| entered into negotiation and acknowledged the just 
demands of our citizens, and then refused the pay- 
ment of their debts; that she had withdrawn her 
minister from this city on the ground of the an- 
nexation of Texas, and had declared that annexa- 
tion would be considered an act of war; that she 
sent our minister away also who was resident in 
Mexico on the same pretence;—add all these facts 
to the crowning act of insult and outrage, and ta- 
king these in connexion with the declaration that 
| she intended to reannex Texas to Mexico, and 
that Paredes was placed on the throne—or rather 
in the presidential chair—for that express purpose; 
and where is the prospect of negotiation fixing that 
\| line? 
| conclusion—if the President did not believe that 
| negotiation could fix that line, according to the 
| gentleman’s proposition, it was his duty to fix it 
| by the sword. 

ought to have been settled by negotiation, and if it 
| could not be, it ought to be fixed by the sword.” 
The gentleman believed it could have been settled 
by negotiation; but, from the facts, I say the Presi- 
| dent was authorized to believe it could not be; and 
| being authorized to believe so, it became his duty, 
| by the proposition of the gentleman, to settle it by 

the sword. 


r. J.) the President of the | 
United States was certainly bound to know some- | 
thing about our line; and t 

man to say distinctly it was an open line. | think || 
I heard him repeat the same thing this morning. || 
But he said ‘‘ he thought the line ought to be the 
Rio Grande.” 

Now, on what basis did he come to this conclu- || 
sion? What data had he before him by which he | 
arrived at the conclusion that the Rio Grande | 
Surely, by the history | 


understood the gentle- | 


989 


But I will consider it as an unsettled line; and 








| until the line is settled, the President, as the Presi- 
| dent of the United States, was bound to protect the 
whole territory claimed by the United States, and 
no man can question that we claim the Rio Grande 
as the western boundary of Texas, and now of the 
United States. h 
Texas [Mr. Pituspury] ably and successfully vin- 
| dicated the claim of Texas, in the remarks he sub- 
mitted to the committee a few days since, and Mr. 
J. would not go over the ground which he had ta- 
ken. ‘That claim was purchased by the blood of 
her sons, and sealed by their victory; and no better 
title has any nation to her territory than that which 
was acquired by Texas to the Rio Grande. But 
the gentleman for himself doubted not but the 
boundary could have been settled by negotiation; 
| and he went on further to say, that if it could not 
| be settled by negotiation, ‘* it ought to be fixed by 
|| the sword.’ 
could have been settled, and the Rio Grande ob- 
_ tained, by negotiation, he stands in a fearful minor- 
ity. There is not one man, I think, in one hun- 
| dred in this country who believes it; I have no 
doubt there are some. 
sented himself as one. 


The honorable gentleman from 


Well, when he thinks the boundary 


The gentleman has pre- 


But what are the facts in regard to our attempts 
Upon our inquiry whether a min- 


He remains; the revolution took 


And if the President did not come to that 


For, the gentleman says, “It 


Mr. STEPHENS (in his seat.) Does the gentle- 


man mean to say he had the right to fix it by the 
sword? 


I do not mean (said Mr. J.) to be drawn into 


the trap laid for me, that I am sustaining the right 
| of the President to declare war. 
a knowledge of the restrictions of the Constitution 
to take this ground, but I say this: it was the Pres- 
ident’s duty to place our troops where they were 
placed. War was threatened; Paredes was placed 
| in command of Mexico, for the purpose of re- 
taking Texas from the United States, and reannex- 
| ing it to Mexico. 
|| to carry out that purpose; troops were re 
on the western frontier of the United States; an 
after our Minister withdrew himself from Jalapa, 
the President ordered General Taylor to make an 
advance upon the eastern bank of the Rio Grande. 
He had a right to believe, from the history of the 
times, what the gentleman from Georgia did be- 
lieve—that that was the line. 
then—nay, it was his imperative duty—to place the 
troops in that position where they could 
| fend the territory of the United States; he would 
| have been recreant to duty, unfaithful to his trust, 
and a disgrace to the country, if he had failed to 
carry it out. 


| that decks the brow of James K. Polk. The pru- 


I have too good 


He had declared his intention 


It was his right, 


st de- 


It adds another feather to the plume 
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dence which has marked his councils, and the 
vigor of his measures, prove that while he isa 
peace President, he is ees to carry on a war. 
And I hope I shall not be misunderstood—as | 
was in some quarters, in remarks which I made 
before upon the subject—I do not wish to be un- 
derstood as having the ‘* tact’’ to induce the peo- 
ple to believe that James K. Polk, in person, leads 
the armies of this republic. I say now, what | 
said then, that the armies of James K. Polk (and 
all the armies of the United States are the armies 
of James K. Polk, who, by the Constitution, is 
made commander-in-chief of all the military and 
naval forces of the United States) will fight the bat- 
tles of the United States; and would to God that 
they may be as successful as the armies led on by 
Cesar, Cromwell, and Bonaparte, while Bonaparte 
fought the battles of his country—not of his am- 
bition. All men will say that the forbearance 
which the United States have extended to Mexico 
has been such as no Administration would have 
been tolerated in exercising towards a braver—I 
will not say braver, for the Mexicans are brave— 
but towards a more powerful foe. 

I was drawn off, Mr. Chairman, from the con- 
sideration of the question immediately before the 
committee by taking some notice of the remarks 
of my colleague. | now return to the subject im- 
mediately before the committee. This is a bill— 
or will be, with the amendments which the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means propose to otler—for 
the purpose of carrying on vigorously, and to a 
speedy and successful result, the war with Mexico. 
Owing to the fact that the estimates have not been 
placed before the Committee of Ways and Means, 
our commitice are not prepared to make a report 
this morning of these amendments; but they will 
be mainly those recommended by the Secretary of 
the Treasury in his recent communication to the 
Senate. I have memoranda before me of the al- 
terations suggested by him; it is unnecessary to go 
over them now; suffice it to say that the increase 
of duties is generally limited to articles in the lower | 
schedules. There are a few articles in the sched- | 
ule of 30 per cent., on which the duty is raised. 

The question we have before us ts, whether we 
will passa new law, and so modify the tariff of 
1842, as to produce the greatest amount of revenue; | 
or whether we will determine to reject all modifica- 
tions, and leave the law of 1842 as it now stands, 
with all its protective and prohibitory features, now 
that we are in a situation which requires all the 
revenue that can be produced by any bill for the 
purpose of defraying the expenses of the war, in 
addition to the ordinary expenses of government’ 
1 ask my friends on this floor to recoilect the cir- 
cumstances under which the law of 1842 passed; 
and particularly I call attention to the position 
which two leading Democrats |Messrs. Wright 
and Buchanan} took with reference to it—to the 
motives which urged them to the support of the 
bill as a temporary measure, with the avowal that 
they intended to take the first opportunity to alter 
a bill which has so many odious, detestable features 
in it; and I ask those gentlemen who are friends of 
Messrs. Wright and Buchanan on this floor, to 
carry out the pledges which those gentlemen made, 
and to avail themselves particularly of this oppor- 
tunity, for the purpose of modifying a bill con- 
taining provisions objectionable in themselves, in- 
jurious to many interests of the country, and ac- | 
ceptable to none. It is said that a tree is known by 
its fruits; and if it do not produce fruit now, we 
cannot rely upon its bearing fruit atany ume. I 
will not say, in the language of our Saviour, ** Cut 
it down; why cumbereth it the ground ?” 

I will also call on the friends of this Administra- 
tion generally under the pledges made at the Bal- 
timore convention. We have heard much of these 
pledges here on other questions; and [ hope those 
who have presented these pledges upon other ques- 
tions will not forget them now. I hope, sir, if 
they have not been faithful in all things, they will 
at least be faithful in this, and will redeem the 
pledge of reducing the tariff of 1842 to a revenue 
standard, so that more revenue—the greatest amount 
of revenue—may be raised fromit. The tariff which 
we propose to establish should not be a tariff for 
protection. Iam aware the bill presented by the 
Committee of Ways and Means is not entirely free 
from some objections of that sort, [ think, myself, 
that some articles are too highly taxed, and that 
there is a little too much protection under it; but I 
believe, under the circumstances, too violent a | 





_ on the grain-growing States, enabling them to ex- 


modification would not answer even under a peace |} 
establishment, and, therefore, for the purpose of || 
bringing the duties down to a pure revenue stand- 
ard, we ought to do it by degrees; and though it 
does not in all its provisions come down to the | 
standard of revenue, it does in its main features, || 


and as far as the committee was induced to think | 
it would go at present. A tariff for protection at 
this time, above all others, would be extremely | 
improper. We want revenue, and protection con- || 
flicts with revenue; protection operates partially as 
prohibition, else there is no need for it; and I call || 


on the friends of tariff here—upon those gentlemen || 
who were the aiders and abettors in getting up the || 
** national exhibition’’ which we have recently had | 
in this city—to know if they do not believe that the | 
American manufacturer is able to compete with | 
any manufacturer in the world? That they can || 
make as good articles and as cheap as can be made | 
anywhere? And | ask them if they are prepared 
to carry out the declaration they sometimes jocu- | 
larly make, that they do not longer desire protec- | 
tion, but they desire a market. If they can make || 
as cheap and as good articles as any manufacturer | 
in the world, as they say they can—if they can 
compete successfully with others, both at home 
and abroad, they do not want protection. If they 
desire only a market, the duues must amount to 
prohibition; if they amount to prohibition, we can 
have no revenue, and must resort to other means 
for supplies to carry on the Government and the 
war. 

Sir, the example of Sir Robert Peel in the mod- 
ification of the corn-laws ought to speak in lan- 
guage stronger thanany argument | canuse. We | 
coped this system of protection from England; 
England has found it ruinous to her people of | 
every class; she in her wisdom has abandoned it; 
and are we in our folly sull to cling to it? Sir 
Robert Peel was formerly a tory; he was brought 
into power by the tory interest—by the landhold- 
ers, to protect their interests. With a noble mag- 
nanimity he preferred the interests of the country 
to those of a class; he has abandoned the interests 
of the land proprietors, and espoused the cause 
and the interests of the country. Would to God 
there were some Sir Robert Peels in an American 
Congress, who would abandon the interests of a 
class, and take the interests of the country for their 
guide. 

But I would appeal (said Mr. J.) not only to 
love of country—to the magnanimity of this House | 
—but I will go lower, and appeal to the interests 
of the constituents of gentlemen, which it is their 
bounden duty to protect. Whence are we to de- 
rive the great benefit contemplated by the repeal | 
of the corn-laws? From the influence it will have | 





port their grain and sell it in the markets of Eng- | 
land. Can you expect that England will give you | 
a market for your grain without you will take in | 
return her products? Can you expect she will | 
furnish a market and prefer the productions of the 
United States in her market, when all the pay for 
those productions is to be in specie—when it will 
operate a constant drain of specie from her? It 
would be like the tide of the Pontic sea, that 
knows no ebb, but flows continually and eternally 
one way. It must be well known to every gen- 
tleman here, that when there is a scarcity of the | 
grain crop in England, and they are compelled to || 
resort to the continent, there is a tightness in the 
money market in that kingdom; and we cannot 
expect that England will furnish us a market for 
our grain, when we will furnish no market for her 
productions. Now, if we open a market to her | 
productions, to her manufactures, will she not 
prefer to trade with the United States? Does not 
every man know that no nation can live under a 
trade where they receive the productions of others, 
and pay out specie for them continually? I call 
upon the members from the grain-growing States 
to place this tariff on a revenue basis, and then 
they ae expect, while we are furnishing a mar- 
ket for English manufactures, she will furnish a 
market for their productions in return. 

But I say that in this question, at this time, the 
interests of the eastern section of the United States, 
of the southern section of the United States, and of 
the western section of the United States, (leaving 
out the middle part of the United States,) are uni- 
ted and promoted in having a tariff based on rev- 
enue principles, The eastern section have this in- 
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/ men and machinery—that rh 


| The eastern section need have no fe 
| tion from Europe, if she can produce the artic 
| cheap and as good; all she has to fear is froy, 


| this hotbed system of protection. 


| exotics which the soil and climate would 
rally produce; and we find many manuf 


ne 18, 


extent now—to such skill and perfection, ie in 


can compete with 
the manufactures of Europe. hose Biases wh : 
8 which 


have not heretofore gone into manufacturing, oy. 


ing to a protective tariff, are now Zong into j; 


ar of competi. 
le as 
n the 


manufactories at home, brought into existence be 


Protection operates as a hotbed in bringing for) 
Not natu. 


t = : acturins 
establishments springing up now in different «. 


tions of the country. Why? Because they find th», 
from the oppression of agriculture and thé elevat,.. 
of manufactures under the present tariff sysip ; 
they can make more in this way than by agricy), 
ture; and it is for the interest of the East to keen 
down this competition. I have been told by om. 
tlemen on this floor, and others, who came here t 
instruct the Committee of Ways and Means hoy 
to make a revenue tariff, if they make less by gor. 
culture let them go into manufactures, Wh or» 
would they find their market, if the whole country 


Stem 


| were to become a manufacturing district like Low. 


ell? No; it is a variety of pursuits, of industry 
of climate, which is to make us a united reople— 
each portion supplying the other with ia they 
do not produce. Let the thickly-settled portions 
attend to manufactures; while the grain, tobacco, 
and the various other productions of the middle 
and southern States—including the great staple of 
cotton—are all needed. By dividing our attention 
in this manner, we all assist each other; all become 
equally essential to each other; and if equal pro- 
tection is afforded to all, there will be no difficulty. 
The manufacturing interests, I believe it wil! not 
be controverted by those who have them especially 
under their charge, need no protection on coarse 
cottons, They say they are now able to under- 
sell the markets of Europe—they can make them 
of better quality, and cheaper. Then, in kindness 
to their southern brethren, take off the tariff. Why, 
in the name of God, will you keep your iron hee! 
upon us, when it does you no eed? Why will 
you continue to trample us in the dust, when you 
receive no further benefit from it? O, no: in kind- 
ness to us take off the tariff. You can undersel! the 
world, and need no protection. 

It is for the interest of the East, West, and South, 
that we should lay low duties on wool, raw hides, 
flax, and hemp unmanufactured, flaxseed, dye- 
stuffs, and mordants used in manufactures. |t is 
the interest of the East to enable them to manufac- 


| ture more cheaply; it is the interest of the South 


and West, who are consumers, that they should 
obtain those manufactures most cheaply. It is the 
interest of those States where these articles are 
ee to lay high duties, that protection may 

e afforded them, and they may obtain higher 
prices for those articles. 

Weare told that the bill is objectionable because 
it has ad valorem duties. Surely it is the fairest 
mode of taxation; and they should be made ss 
nearly equal as possible. Besides, it is an honest 
and open mode of taxation. When you put an ad 
valorem duty on an article, every man of ordinary 
sense can know at once at what expense addition- 
al he enjoys the luxury of the use of the artic'e; 
and for the purpose of defraying the necessary ¢- 


| penses of Government, he would be free to add so 


much to the price of the article. There is no 0” 
_in my section of the country but is willing to con 
tribute his just share to the expenses of the Gov 


| ernment. 


Ve have never refused, and never ¥!" 


refuse, to pay duties to the Government for '* 


time of peace, let war come, the purses of 


| ; ; sare. 
support, whether in war or in peace; but espec'®’ 


ly, whatever might be our objection to taxine In 


our 


| people are thrown open; they are ready to emp") 


them in the support of their country’s rights and 
honor, and to hed their blood like water 4 
Look to the movements of the whole South 
Whigs and Democrats are coming up to the va 
port of the Government—Whigs an Dee 
vying with each other in the support of this a 
ministration, in furnishing it all necessary mea” 
of men and money to prosecute this war. sale 

But [ am told frequently that ad valorem Gui” 


| enable great frauds to be practised upon the i 
| ernment. To this I have several answers: © | 


frauds on the Government will not be committe 


terest; their manufactures are carried to such an || when there is no temptation to it, and if the duties 
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we low the tem tation will not be so great; if the 


interest be 
fraud will 


ment, would tend largely to prevent frauds. 


be small; in addition, if the penalties | 
be severe, that, taken with the smallness of induce- | 


| 


But, while I am upon the subject, I ask leave to | 
resent to the committee, and have read, an amend- 


ment which I intend to offer at the — time to 
this bill for the further prevention o fraud. 

The Clerk read the following: 

«And for the purpose of preventing frauds on the rev- 


enue, be it further enacted, that all and every person who 
shall import goods or any other articles into the United 


Sates, shall deliver to the collector duplicate invoices of | 
ail articles imported by him or them, and after the same | 


have been examined and ascertained to be fair and genuine, 
the collector shall endorse his name on each of them, and 
pave the seal of his office affixed thereto; one of which he 
shall deliver to the importer or importers, and the other 
shall be deposited in the office of the collector, subject to 
the examination of any and all persons; and on application 
of any person, a copy of the same, duly certified, shall be 
furnished to said person proposing to purchase any of said 
articles, upon their paying the reasonable expense of copy- 
ing the same.?? 


It will be perceived, (said Mr. J.,) that, by this 
amendment, each importer is required to present 
duplicate invoices to the collector, and the collector, 
after having examined and pronounced them gen- 
uine, is to endorse his name upon them, and affix 
the seal of his office. 


° . | 
One is then to be given to | 
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| fect abhorrence at the idea of taxing tea and coffee 
small, the inducement to theft and to | 


the importer, and the other to be kept in the office | 


of the collector. ‘The object of the amendment is 
this: if the importer is an honest man, and deals 


fairly, he will show his invoice to the purchaser; | 
and if he refuse to do so, it is at once an indica- | 


tion of dishonesty; if he has given a false invoice 
to the collector, he cannot show an invoice with 
the name and stamp of the collector to the pur- 
chaser; else he will cheat himself. He will not 


the cost itself. The course of the trade is this: 
when an importer is called on by a purchaser, he 
sells his goods at such a per cent. upon the cost, 
enough to cover the duties and his expenses, and 
pay hima reasonable profit. It will be easily seen, 
that if his invoices are stamped, he will be obliged 
to show to the purchaser the duplicate invoice of 
ihe one he delivered to the collector; if he refuses 


todo so, no honest man ought to deal with him, | 


for he may be sure he is not honest. 


This amendment has not yet been adopted by 


the Committee of Ways and Means; it will be 
offered to them, and whether adopted or not, I shall 
press it upon the House. 

The next thing to which I invite the attention of 
the committee, is the duty on tea and coffee, con- 
templated by the Secretary of the Treasury. He 
has advised Congress to put a duty of 20 per cent. 
upon them. I am aware that this tax meets with 
strong objections. I am acquainted with none 
worth noticing but that it is taxing a necessary of 
life. Now I would ask, to whom is tea and coffee 


anecessary of life? To no class of community. | 


ltis a convenience, it is a comfort—nay, some- 
times it may be called a luxury, both to the rich 
and the poor. It isa real luxury—a strong cup of 


| fee and tea. 


| were taxed fourteen 


20 per cent., go for taxing other necessaries of life, 
many of them, too, at much higher rates ? 

While upon this subject of tea and coffee, allow 
me to state what a duty of twenty per cent. upon 
them would produce. You may put it down in 
round numbers at $3,000,000. The two last years 
have been the shortest years of importation for 
some time; but, from a calculation, | find thata 
duty of twenty per cent. upon the importations of 
these two years, will give an average amount of 
$2,583,712 each year; and we may calculate that 
$3,000,000 will be the amount, because these two 
years being the shortest years, we may naturally 
conclude that the next two years will, in conse- 
quence, be greater. 

Mr. J. further called the attention of the com- 
mittee to the tax on cotton-bagging. ‘That was a 
necessary of life; it enabled the South to put up 
their cottons for exportation. It was taxed only 
one hundred and one per cent. ‘There was no ob- 
jection to taxing that, although a necessary—being 
indispensable to the bringing into market of the 
great staple with which all the goods were pur- 
chased, from which were derived nearly all the 
revenue of the United States. It was not abhor- 
rent, however, to gentlemen to tax this, because it 
is made in some parts of some States. He also ad- 


verted to the enormous tax on sugar, which he | 


went into some details to show amounted to about 
one hundred per cent., (in which calculation he 
was confirmed by Mr. Houtmes,) and which was 
necessary to sweeten those necessaries of life, cof- 
Coarse cotton was taxed, he would 
not say how much per cent., but to prohibition. 
No man can afford to import cottons worth six 


/cents per yard paying a duty of six cents upon 
only lose his profit on part of the cost, but part of || 


them. Coarse woollens, he said, did not stand 
much behind. They were taxed at forty per 
cent.; and blankets worth seventy-five cents and 
less were taxed fifteen per cent. Coarse flannels 
cents the square yard, 
equal to one hundred per cent. All these articles 
were more necessaries of life than tea and coffee. 
One of my friends from the West had said a man 
in his section of the country could not be made to 
believe he could live without tea and coffee. lam 
sorry for that man; for if he goes to the Mexican 
war, (as I doubt not all the West will, whenever 
necessary,) he will find that he cannot at all times 
have his tea and coffee, with his sugar and milk. 
Sir, if any man will take the trouble to look at 
the tariff of 1842, he will find various articles which 
are quasi luxuries that are taxed without stint; and 
whatever objection any man may have to taxing 
tea and coffee, I hope no man will say it is because 
they are necessaries of life. Whether necessary or 
luxury, it is necessary now to tax them to raise 
revenue for prosecuting the war vigorously and 
effectively; and although I have a warm personal 
friend belonging to the Whig party who was 


| beaten, I have no doubt, upon the tea and coffee 


coffee to a man who has taken the tee-total pledge | 
and needs something to revive him—it is a real | 


luxury to him, a necessary to- nobody. 
comfort, a great comfort; a convenience, a great 
convenience; and, as I before said, it is sometimes 


It is a | 


question, my people will come up as one man to 
pay the duty which may be levied upon them to 
defray the indispensable expenses of the country 
in a time of war. 

The Chairman’s hammer here fell, announcing 


| the expiration of Mr. J.’s hour. 


called aluxury. Now if there is such an abhor- || 


rence to taxing tea and coffee because they are ne- 


cessaries, what would gentlemen say to taxing | 


iron? Why not leave that free? ‘ O, but,’’ (says | 
tiegentleman from Pennsylvania—I refer to no par- | 
ticular gentleman)—** we raise iron in our State; | 


and we want protection.” 


But, dear sirs, if a necessary ought not to be 


taxed, do not tax iron, for it is absolutely neces- 
sary. 


It serves the female for her scissors and | 


needle, the farmer for his plough, and the manu- || 


faeturer for his machinery, and all classes for 


many of the necessary implements of their busi- | 


ness. In war it is the left arm of our defence, as | 


money is the right arm. 
toffee, then, because they are necessaries of life, 


If we cannot tax tea and || 


‘rconsistency’s sake do not tax iron. Coal, also— | 
another necessary of life—stands nearly alongside | 


of iron; iron is taxed 30 per cent., coal 20 
andes this bill; by the bill of 1842, iron is taxed 
‘om 49 to 115 per cent.; coal, 70 per cent. Salt, 
‘oo, has been taxed 8 cents per bushel of 56 pounds 
y the tariff of 1842; strange to tell, that is about 
N per cent. upon an absolute necessary of life. 
“Yow, how can gentlemen who are startled with per- 


recent. | 


Mr. McCLEAN obtained the floor, but yielded 
for a moment to 

Mr. JONES, who stated that he would mention 
one thing he had forgotten about the see 
change of this bill. ‘The Committee of Ways and 
Means would probably propose to tax spirits 100 


per cent. instead of 75, and reduce the tax on cor- , 


dials, &c., from 75 to 40 or 50 per cent. 

One word more, and he was done. We havea 
remedy in our own hands to which we do not like 
to resort—to which we would be very unwilling to 
resort: I mean retaliatory legislation. (Address- 


| ing a gentleman by him,) I do not mean nullifica- 


tion. I mean countervailing legislation, putting 
excise duties upon manufactured articles which 
have not paid revenue duty to the Government. 


Let me beg gentlemen not to drive us to that, and | 


erecting manufactories in the South which will de- 
prive them of their market. : 

Mr. McCLEAN said it was not without em- 
barrassment that he rose to address the committee 
on this occasion. Since he had had the honor of 
a seat in this hall, he had chosen rather to be a 
listener than to take up the time of the House or 
the committee in any remarks of his own. But 
looking to the importance of the subject now under 


| mean to preach a short sermon. 
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discussion—to the character of the bill upon the 
table—to the position occupied on this question by 
the State which he had in part the honor to repre- 
sent—it was proper that he should ask the indul- 


gence of the committee whilst he submitted a few 
remarks at this time. 


A few days ago, (continued Mr. McC.,) I pre- 
sented to this House a series of resolutions from 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, on the subject of 
the tariff of 1842. They are very short. I will 
ask the Clerk to read them. 


The preamble and resolutions were read as fol- 
lows: 


TARIFF RESOLUTIONS. 


Whereas the tariff of one thousand eight hundred and 
forty. two produces no more than sufficient revenue to de- 
fray the necessary expenses of the General Government, 
and affords only an adequate incidental protection to Amer- 
ican industry and American manuiactures against foreign 
competition and foreign policy, and a consequent encourage- 
ment to commercial enterprise, to agricultural pursuits, and 
to the development of our own natural resources: 

And whereas itis believed the people of Pennsylvania are 
opposed to any alteration in the existing tariff, until further 
experience has shown that a modification is required to 
secure a continuance of such protection, and to promote the 
general welfare: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonweulth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met, 
That our Senators and Representatives in Congress be, and 
they are hereby, requested to oppose all attempts to alter or 
modify the tariff act of the thirtieth of August, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two. 


Mr. McC. continued. Now, as the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Sawyer] remarked the other day 
on another subject, this is the text from which ‘I 
I will not raise 
the point here as to the right of the Legislature of 
a State to instruct, or request, its Representatives 


' on this floor in relation to their action on any par- 


ticular question. I ama Democrat. 1 hold to the 


| right of instruction from my people, and I will per- 


mit no man, nor any body of men, to stand be- 
tween me and the people I represent. I hold that 
the Representative is the mere agent, the servant 
if you choose, of his constituents. He is the mir- 
ror through which their wishes and their desires 
should be reflected in these halls. 

But these resolutions and requests, coming from 
the Legislature of my native State—from the Dem- 
ocratic Legislature of both Houses, signed and ap- 
»roved by a Democratic Governor—and being, as 

believe these resolutions are, in strict accordance 
with the wishes of the people whom I have the 
honor more immediately to represent, I feel bound 
in my action here to pay the strictest regard to 
them. 

It has been said that the tariff of 1842 was a 
temporary measure, and the course of our distin- 
cuished Secretary of State, our late Democratic 
Senator, and his action and vote on that bill, have 
been referred to. Sir, that gentleman needs no eu- 
logy from me. His motives and patriotism have 
never been questioned at home or abroad. I admit 
that the tariff of 1842 may have been considered as 
a temporary measure by those who enacted it; but 
I ask, is this the time to repeal it? Is this the 
time, situated as our country 1s, to act calmly and 
deliberately on this question? J came here unin- 
structed, unpledged, untrammelled, in relation to 
my course upon it. I am willing to admit that 
there were some imperfections in the bill of 1842. 
There is no system of human legislation that is 
perfect. It cannot be expected that in a bill con- 
taining so many items, everything should be per- 
fect; or that they could be so adapted as to equal- 
ize the duties on imports over the whole extent of 
our country. But we are now in the seventh 
month of the session. We are at war. Our coun- 
try is in a state of excitement. I ask whether 
this is the time to revise our tariff, and to enact a 
system of duties that shall be permanent? Our 
country—its manufacturing interests—the prospe- 
rity of its institutions—all require that when we 
again enact such a system it shall be a permanent 
one, that our people may know upon what they 
have to depend. And I contend, for the reasons 
stated, that the time is now unfavorable to the ac- 
complishment of such an object. We who are 
farmers feel that to remain here five and six hours 
a day, in this close and heated atmosphere, is little 
better than imprisonment. The country is becom- 
ing impatient. Let us vote supplies of men and 
money to a the existing war, and let us 
adjourn. t us go home to our constituents. Let 
us consult with them as to what our action should 
be, and what kind of a peace-tariff it is proper to, 









adopt. Is this the time, in a state of war, when 
levies of men are coming on the different States, 
to act calmly and deliberately on this great ques- 
tion? I judge not. I judge that whatever the 
views of the people may be on the question of the 
tariff of 1842, they will sustain us in adjourning, 
and holding the subject over for future considera- 
tion. In expressing these views, I believe that I 
am speaking in accordance with the views of the 
yeople of Pennsylvania. Ido not rise here to eu- 
oe my native State, She needs no eulogy. 
And if she did, there are others of my colleagues 
more competent to the task than I profess to be. 
We ask you to look at her not only as she is, but 
as she has been, great and glorious. Her past 
history is written in the records of your country. 
The part she bore in the wars of the Revolution, 
the part she bore in the late war, 1s matter of his- 
tory. And let me say, with regard to the war in 
which we are now engaged, that she will not be 
backward in obeying her country’s call. In my 
own district, meetings have been held without dis- 
tinction of party. Whigs and Democrats have 
vied with each other in their endeavors to come to 


the support of the Executive in carrying on this 


war, and bringing it to a speedy and glorious ter- 
mination. Pennsylvania was the first to abolish 
an institution which has been an unfortunate one 
for our country. Inthe year 1780 she abolished 
the institution of slavery. There was a time when, 
strange as it may appear, the term abolition was 
an honorable term. [! applied to a repeal of that 
which we had a right to repeal. It referred to the 
action of our own State, and of those States that 
abolished that instiiution. And here let me not 
be misunderstood, I was not warm in my seat in 
this House, when, for the first vote that I ever 
gave of a legislative character, 1 was attacked by 
tour Whig papers in my own district for the vote 


I gave on the rule respecting the presentation of 


abolition petitions. It was my first vote; and I 
confess that, differing as 1 did with most of my 
colleagues, I felt some hesitation concerning it. 
But when I found that four Whig papers assailed 
me for it, I felt satisfied that I had done right, and 
that their attack was a good enough endorsement 
of my course, ‘This is the first opportunity I have 
ever had of making any allusion to that matter. 

Pennsylvania has been always Democratic. She 
has never wavered in her democratic course. 

A voice. ‘* How was it in 1840?” 

Mr. McCLEAN. Well, it is true that in 1840 
she did cast her vote for the Whig candidate; not, 
indeed by a majority, but by less than a majority. 
Her vote for General Harrison was a plurality 
vote only. She has always sustained a Democratic 
Executive of our country. Her institutions are 
democratic. And | beg gentlemen here not to 
drive her too close to the wall; 1 beg them to esti- 
mate properly the position in which her Repre- 
rentatives on this floor are placed. 1 am glad that 
in the vote I gave the other day against taking up 
this bill, I was sustained by nearly all my col- 
leagues. And feeling thus sustained, and believ- 
ing that I shall be sustained by my own people, 
the remarks | now propose to make shall be di- 


rected to the propricty of delay in action on this | 


bill. 

Since I came here, I have, with whatever feeble 
ability 1 possessed, sustained the Executive and 
the Administration. I have cast my vote for large 
expenditures called for by the exigencies of the 
country—expenditures which 1 would have been 
loth to vote for in any other contingency than that 
of war. I represent an intelligent, liberal, and, at 
the same time, thrifty and frugal people, who like 
to see where their money goes; but who, in time 
of war, when the character and the honor of the 
country are at stake, will not hesitate to vote libe- 
ral supplics of men and money to carry on the 
war. 

Mr. Chairman, i am not going to raise the ques- 
tion whether a tariff for protection is such a one as 
the interests of the country, or the progressive 
character of our institutions and the new light 
which is every year cast upon us, will justify, o1 
not. Itis sufficient for me to know that the tariff 
of 1842 works well. The gentleman who preceded 
me [Mr. S. Jones} says that we should judge the 
tree by its fruits. I am willing to take him at his 
word. I can only speak with reference to that 
portion of the country with which | am more im- 
mediately acquainted. And what do I see there? 
Everywhere around me, in whatsoever direction 
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‘| 1 may travel, I see the evidences of a prosperous; 


happy, and cheerful people. Go where I will, I 
hear the hum of busy industry. I see the evi- 
dences of improvement—of prosperity, | was going 
to say, almost snomenelet in the history of our 
country. The farmer has a good price for his 
produce. During the last season he has had abun- 
dance to spare. The wages of labor are fair. 


‘The currency is as good as ever it was; it has | 
never in my recollection been better. The system | 
works well. The tree bears fruit. The fruit is | 
goods and, as the gentleman from Georgia says, 


y its fruit the tree should be judged. 


The system of imposing duties on imports is in- | 


tricate and complex. It has engaged the attention 
of all our wisest statesmen since the adoption of 
the Constitution. And will you rashly make a 


change in the face of the prosperity of the coun- | 
try? Will you pulldown a system which is work- | 


ing so well? [trust not. I trust that at this late 
period of the session, in the midst of the excite- 


ment that prevails, you will not force this House | 
to adopt a measure which the people expect to | 


be permanent. I have said that I will not raise 


tarifi. as will foster and protect American indus- 


try. But I trust that the day has not come when | 


a Democrat who raises his voice here in favor of 
free discussion must be cried down. I think many 
good reasons may be adduced in favor of asystem 


which imposes reasonable duties for the encourage- | 
ment of domestic industry. One, for instance, is to | 
be found in a cause which will always exist; and | 
thatis,areasonableapprehension of war. No nation || 
should ever be unprepared for that calamity. Ev- | 
ery nation ought so to encourage its own industry || 


that, in the event of war, if there are any articles 
entering into the consumption of the people which 
are necessary for their subsistence and their com- 


fort, it should not be deprived of these articles, but || 
should look to its own resources for a supply of | 


them. I refer the committee to the action of the 
first Congress on this subject. The preamble to 


the second act passed by the first Congress, which | 
assembled under the Constitution of the United | 


States, declared its object to be ‘*the encourage- 


ment of manufactures and the raising of revenue.”’ | 
Washington, in his first Message, brought the | 
attention of Congress to the subject. Jefferson, in | 


his Message in i808, did likewise. Madison, in 
February, 1815, did the same thing. And Mr. 
Monroe, in March, 1817, in his Inaugural Address, 


said: **Our manufactures will likewise require the | 


systematic and fostering care of the Government.”’ 


| In 1824, General Jackson, in a letter upon the | 
subject of the tariff, addressed to Doctor Coleman, | 


of North Carolina, took the same ground. He 
said: **In short, sir, we have been too long sub- 
‘ject to the British merchants. It is time that 
‘we should become a little more Americanized.”’ 


| Now, (continued Mr. McC.,) I desire to take | 


my humble position in the path of that great man. 
y I } g 


I believe it is time that we should become a little | 


more Americanized. I trust I feel in relation to 
this question as an American should feel. See the 
condition in which our country is placed. Recent 
events, I admit, have effected some change, but it 
is our duty at all times to legislate for our own in- 
stitutions. We have until recently been threaten- 
ed with agzression from abroad. We are now en- 


gaged in hostilities with a sister republic—a weaker | 


one, itistrue. The Powers of Europe are looking 
on with jealousy, anxious that we should destroy 
each other; or rather, as our head is the tallest, 
waiting to strike a blow and bring us to the level 


of Mexico and her sister republics. Sir, it is time | 


that we should become Americanized. Ob! fora 
spark of that fire which blazed so intensely in these 
halls during the Oregon debate. I think that this 
is the time when we should cherish American 
rights—when we should make our country, to the 
remotest extremity, feel the deep, strong, warm 
pulsations of an American heart. ‘The Holy Alli- 
ance are looking on with jealousy, and are talking 
of regulating the balance of power in this western 
hemisphere; and I ask gentlemen, will they not 
come up to the rescue, and cherish their own in- 
sututions /? 

1 am in favor of everything American save na- 
uve Americanism in the political sense of that term. 
The State of Pennsylvania, peopled by emigrants 
and the descendants of emigrants, from almost 
every country in Europe, should be the last to ad- 

' vocate the proscriptive principles of that intolerant 





the question whether it is proper to make such a | 





une 18, 
school. In the pure atmosphere of the cou 
| the tops of our mountains, in the heart 
|| valleys, native Americanism, as a politica 
_ has no recognised existence. It lives, and breathes 
and has its being in the dense thoroughfares of oy, 
cities alone. ‘The American can point with prids 
to that clause in the Constitution which forbids a 
| religious test for holding office. Strike oyt that 
clause, and our liberties, as a people, would be hie 
of brief duration. In my own district the natura). 
ized population of my acquaintance are as honest 
worthy, and good citizens as any portion of oy, 
inhabitants; and in the event of active service be- 
ing required during the existing war, the naty. 
ralized citizens of our State would be as willine as 
any others to rally under the stars and Stripes ‘end 
to fight for the liberties of their adopted land. 

But this is said to be a party measure; and we 
are called upon by party ties to come UP to this 
work. Sir, I deny that this tariff question in Penn- 
syivapia has ever been made a party question 

he Whigs attempted to make it so and failed, I 
believe their greatest glory now, if they looked to 
party views and feelings, would be the repeal of 
the tariff. But I have more respect for that party 
as a body, than to suppose that they are actuated 
by such unworthy motives. I will not say tha: 
much for their leaders. 

The late steamer brought us the news of two 
| Very important events—an_ interesting occasion 
happening to the Queen, and the repeal of the corp- 
laws. As republicans, I believe we are about as 
much interested in the one as the other. I dislike 
this gaping, longing, and stretching out for news 
from England. ‘I disliked it whilst the Oregon de- 
| bate was in progress. I dislike it now. 
Reference has been made to the exhibition of 
| American manufactures in this city, and it hasbeen 
| gravely charged that free tickets were sent here to 
influence the votes of members. Is there no other 
kind of influence sought to be brought to bear upon 
| members? I never expected, when I came here, to 
| see such an exhibition as I have seen. I never ex- 

ected to see British merchants and manufacturers 

rought into our committee rooms to exhibit their 
/ manufactures to influence American legislation on 
the tariff. Gentlemen may talk as they please of 
the Mayor of Washington sending free tickets to 
members of Congress. It was no more than an 
/actof courtesy. But it is disgraceful to see British 
| agents coming to this Capitol, infesting your com- 
| mittee rooms on this subject of duties on imports. 
| I think, as enlightened Americans, we should not 
submit to the repetition of such ascene. The ex- 
hibition held in this city must, I think, have been 
gratifying to every American of proper feeling. | 
had no part in getting it up; but I confess thst, 
when I entered the bpikding, 1 felt a glow of pride 
at the evidences of skill and ingenuity on the part 
of our manufacturers and workmen; and at the ar- 
ticles of exquisite skill and delicacy from the fair 
hands of our countrywomen. My own district 
furnished its humble quota, and I felt prouder of 
my people than I had ever felt before. 

The change recommended by the bill under 
consideration, and by the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, is from the specific to the ad valo- 
rem principle. Now, I differ with the gentlemai 
who preceded me as to the preference that should 

_ be given to the ad valorem over the specific duties. 
The question is, whether you will adopt the home 
or the foreign valuation. ‘I am in favor of the val- 
uation of my countrymen—the valuation of spe- 
cific duties—in preference to the fraudulent system 
of ad valorem duties that will exist under this pro- 
posed change. You cannot prevent it. The gen- 
tleman says that the importers and those who 
make out the bills will not cheat, because the du- 
ties are so low that there would be no object 
making out fraudulent invoices. But men, in car 

_rying out fraudulent intentions, are not actua 

_ by the amount to be obtained from the fraud. 
believe that a system of fraud would be carried on 
by all foreign importers too intricate and too ¢x- 
tensive to be reached by any enactment we May 

/make. I believe they would cheat, no matter 
what amount was involved. I will remind the 

| gentleman of the anecdote of the old woman ane 

| the eels. They cheat, because they are fond a 

| They like it; and they will cheat for cents as we 

, as dollars. - e b 

While speaking of the testimony given. ‘ 
American statesmen on the sbbject of the tariff, 

'| refer to the remarks of Mr. Calhoun in 1816. 
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